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MY LORD DUKE; 


(\URROUNDED as your Grace 1s, not 
by the declared, but by the /ecret and 
determined enemies of my innocent, permit 
meto add, my glorious child, 1 have but 
this ove method, which neceffity forces me to 
take, for bringing before you fome circum- 
ftances, and fome fats, which it is ad/o- 
lutely proper your Grace fhould be made ac 
quainted with, 


I would have preferred addreffling this 
letter to you at your own houle, but from fad 
experience, which I have purchafed at a very 
bigh price, 1 was but too fure that any thing 
written by me, or by General Gunning’ s daughter, 

would 
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would not have found its way to your 
Grace’s hands, without a prior, infpection ; 
and if, as it is very likely would have. been 
the cafe, my ideas had not fuited with thofe 
of the In/pefor’s, not without alterations. I 
do not, my Lord Duke, mean. to make zhis. 
affettion the fubject of publick {crutiny or 
publick enquiry; but allow me to fay, I can 
produce to your Grace incontefable proofs, 
that will convince you, whatever my fituation 
may be, however I may have Juffered, .¥ 
would not advance a falfebood to difgrace my 
honourable and true defence. 


Never have I been off my guard, never 
have my fears been hufhed; my fenfes have 
never flumbered when the peace or. the hap- 
pinefs of my proud heart's darling has ap- 
peared to my anxious obfervation in any 
manner threatened or in danger; a deadly 
blow was aimed at doth on Saturday evening, 
the 5th of February, and by means fo 
treacherous, as at once to convince me every 
effort would be ufed to try if the appearance 
af cuilt could by any att or machination, be 
faftened on as fair a fame as ever yet has 
graced the annals of human nature. 


Having 
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Having before had’ the honour of cons 
fulting your Grace confidentially, on’ the fubje& 
of this deloved object, who, I conceived, 
was almoft as dear to’ you' as to my/elf, my 
firft with was to fee you, to tell you the dif- 
covery I had made, to afk your advice, and 
to be governed’ by it; with thefe intentions, 
the next day, February 6th, I had the honour 
of addrefling a note to your Grace, requefting 
you would have the goodnefs to come to me. 
There was a circumftance fo particular that 
occufred from the anfwer I received, as 
determined me to go to Argyll-houfe that 
fame evening ; for then I faw the mifchief 
in a new and ftill more alarming point of 
view ; I did go, but was informed your Grace 
had goné out in your carriage immediately 
after dinner, on’ patticular bufinels; from 
that time I have been ‘allowed no ‘opportunity 
of feeing, fpeaking, or writing to you, of 
the events of Saturday, the sth, and Sunday, 
the 6th of Febfuary, would not have been /o 
Jong concealed from your knowledge. My 
motives for laying them zow before you are 
juft, honeft, and laudable; and, I beg your 
patience my Lord Duke, whutt I faithfully: 
explain them, 
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My intentions are to bring all that 7 know 
of this dark bufinefs, before the tribunal of 
your clear and anbiaffed judgement; to un- 
fold as much as is in my power, the wonderful 
and monjtrous arts and deceptions, formed, as © 
if by magic, to raife a mift that has en- 
veloped all our fenfes, and for a time ob{cured 
the divine face of Truth; I mean, by telling 
you all I know, to put into your hands the 
thread of that clue, which may yer lead us 
through the labyrinths of error, and conduc 
us to the unincumbered plains of certainty. 
1 know your Grace will follow this clue with 
avidity, whoever or whatever facrifices to 
honor’ and to juftice you may be obliged to 
make in the great undertaking. 


I alfo know, and I acknowledge it with 
the higheft fenfe of gratitude, that you have 
loved the innocent darling of my heart, and 
that you would never have purfued her to the 
very gates of deftrudtion, if you had not been 
perfuaded that fhe was no longer worthy of 
your affections ; and by whom have you been 
impofed on to believe her guilty? My blood 
freezes with horror!!! 
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| Search for this myftery to the wery deepeft 
of its dark recefs; fpotlefs innocence has every 
thing to hope, and nothing to fear from the 
fevereft {crutiny of juftice. Were the foes of 
my /oul’s treafure to be multiplied as the 
fand on the fea-fhore, let them be dragged 
out from their lurking places, and face her 
in the road light of honour; light is the 
enemy of vice, and the enemy of vice muft 
| ever bethe friend of virtue. She has now, 
| my Lord Duke, xo protector but a very 
infirm mother, whom the Almighty, in his 
infinite mercy, has yet fpared, and may j/izi/ 
fpare, for the fweet offices of maternal /upport 
and maternal tendernefs; would your Grace 
but have the goodnefs to convince yourfelf 
how very worthy fhe is of your protection, 
her affafins would be difgraced, and fhe 
reftored to your kind heart in all her native 
truth, fimplicity, and unforfeited rectitude, 
: more bright and more conipicuous for the 
: fiery trials to which they have been expoled. 


I have a letter in my poffeffion, dated the 
14th of January, not forged or anonymous; 
and it was the receipt of that letter directed 
to my daughter, and under cover to her 
maid, which brought me at fo late an hour 
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on the evening of the 14th, to your Grace’g 
door at Ealing; I fent in a note to tell her 
I was there, and fhe came for a few minutes 
into the carriage with me; it was on the 
night preceding General Gunning’s excurfion 
into Dorfetfbire, that | had been alarmed nor 
only for the peace, but for the fafety of my. 
darling ; my going to Ealing at an hour fo 
unreafoaable, was with the defign of bringing 
her away with me, but when the came into 
the chaife, though a little frightened at my 
judden and unexpeéied appearance, in all 
other refpects, fhe was quite as compofed, as 
unembarraffed, and as chearful as when I 
had parted from her four hours before; I 
own I felt affonifbed, it was what I had no 
reajon to expect; my mind, as if by Sympathy, 
partook of er calm, and not for worlds 
would I have difturbed her tranquillity, by 
telling her the treachery that was but shez 
beginning to thew itfelf, and which has fince 
burft in torrents, on the moff artlefs of 
human beings. -I, therefore, fuppreffed the 
contents of a letter that muft have thocked 
her as much as it had done me, and ac- 
counted to fer for the latene/s of my vifit, 
by faying, that I had been unealy left any 
accident might have happened, the horfes 

and 
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and fervants not being returned, and that [ 
could not fleep till I knew fhe was fafe. 
1 then afked her if fhe had met with any 
thing difagreeable fince I faw her Jaft? Her 
anfiwer was exadfly this, ‘* The dear Duke 
is all goodnefs, you know his love for me, 
and I really think it encreales every time I 
fee him.” This was a moft /atisfactory and 
certain contradiGtion of the contents of the 
letter I then had about me, and which, if 
expofed, mut cover the writer of it with con- 
fufion. 


I beg your Grace’s permiffion to make one 
obfervation more, before I bring you forward 
to Saturday, the sth of February; I had 


written certain letters on a certain fubject ; 


the writing and fending of thofe letters had 
been done, confulting only the feelings, or, 
perhaps, I may more properly fay, the paffions 
of a mother, ¢ruly fenfible of the rich gem 
Providence had intrufted to er care, a care 
doubly interefting, as be who fhould have 
fhelrered and guarded this treafure with manly 
firmnefs, had quitted the exdearing poft that 
nature had afigned to him. Jam thankful 
that your Grace, when the copies of thofe 
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letters were put into your hands, gave him 
the opportunity of reading them, who well 
knew he might not only have infpected them 
before they were {ent out of his houfe, but 
that he might even have prevailed on me to 
have fuppreffed them, had he. not prior to 
that period, forfeited every pretenfion to my 
confidence, particularly on shat fubject on 
which they were written. Yes, my Lord, 
Tam flattered with this mark of your ap- 
probation, for had not the intention, at leaft, 
of my writing them been approved of by 
your Grace, you would not have expofed them 
to dis infpection; from that time his beha- 
viour to me was too contemptuous, zoo ex- 
prefiive of abhorrence, for me to delineate. 
One inftance only it is neceffary I fhould zat 
omit; feveral days preceding that moft me- 
morable one, on which he drove from her- 
natural home his unoffending daughter, 
with difgrace by him/elf affixed on her fpotle/s 
character, he had ordered me to withdraw 
from is houfe, and the confequence of this 
vindiciive command was, the reducing Ser in 
whofe prefence it was announced, to fuch 
extremity, from fits which held her upwards 
of two hours, that I verily believed would 
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have put an end to her exiftence. On this, 
as on all other occafions, the tendernefs of a 
mother conquered the refentment of a wife; 
to fave the life of a// that was dear to me iz 
life, 1 made conceffions, that had they pro- 
ceeded from Je/s znterefting motives, would 
have been foo great a condefcenfion for iz- 
nocence to have offered as a compromife to 
guilt, 1 promifed him al/ that Fe demanded, 
when he faw the advantage he had gained over 
me, by the fituation into which he had thrown 
his angel child, 1 {aid I would take no more 
{teps for her fecurity whilft I remained under 
his roof. For he faid he would feparate us, 
and I] have religioufly kept my word for the 
time mentioned by himfelf, though extorted 
from me by cruelty. 


At prefent I fhall clofe the heart-rending 
fubje&t, I with I could fay for ever, but it 
muft again be taken up in another part of 
this letter with attendant circumftances, which 
I will venture to affirm have never yet been 
reprefented to your Grace in the language of 
truth, and for my own fake, in no other will 
I prefent them before you. Having quitted 
a fubjeét which can have excited in your 

| Grace 
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Grace no other fentiment bat that of borroe, 
iny next, if IT am not a very inadequate 
painter, will produce a different effect, for, 
when the infignificaney of folly unites itfelf 
to the will and wifh of executing fuch forts 
of mifchief, as requires a fomething ike 
wifdom to perform with addrefs and with 
fucce/s, it places the aukward perpetrators in 
a fituation equal with ixfamy, but below con- 
tempt. 3 


Mr. and Mrs, Bowen will forgive me 
if I have not faid enough, but I gever 
flatter ; befides the picture I am drawing is a 
family piece. I excufe myfelf from entering 
on the genealogy of Mr. Bowen, becaule jt 
does not concern me to inquire into it, but 
I conceive that bis birth-place will not, like 
that of Homer, ever be difputed, except, 
indeed, fuch a country could be found in the 
wide map of the world, where every thing 
in nature is reverfed, where the actions of 
men are great and goed in proportion as 
they are dafe and wicked, where difbonour 
is called honour, and cunning affumes the 
name of wifdom. In fuch a country Mr. 
Bowen may expeé to wear the Jaurels of a 
bero, and to receive the canonization of a faint. 

This 
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This man of qwords, and this woman of 
feeds, who about three years ago had united 
tbemfelves and evel difpofitions, by the ties 
of marriage, in one bundle of iniquity, I had 
heard nothing of from that time until October 
laft, when theer coufin, General Gunning, 
was able to inform me that they were in 
lodgings at Kenfington. How he acquired 
his knowledge I am yet to learn, as no cor- 
refpondence between the families had been 
kept up; he had never jeen Mr. Bowen, and 
as he then told me, Mrs. Bowen was confined 
to her houfe by indifpofition, yet, he had 
been to vifitthem. The part they have fince 
taken in all zs defigns will leave no doubt 
on my mind from what motives they were 
brought firf to Kenfington, and afterwards 
removed to London. ‘The reward held up 
to thele additional engineers, 1 fuppofe, at leaft 
in promifes, has not been inconfiderable, and 
for what a paltry confideration have they laid 
hold of all fuch honourable advantages? The 
Mahometans /ay women have zo fouls; and 
I believe that Mrs. Bowen 1s in this refpect a 
perfett Mahbometan, therefore, like a gambler 
who has zothing to lofe, fhe has a fort of 
licence to play what ftake fhe pleafes, But 
| what 
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what can I fay for her hufband, our military 
friend? So very equal is their merit, that 
I cannot determine which of the ¢wo is moft 
intitled to my gratitude, for having ufed their 
beft endeavours to render me zof the moft 


‘happy, but the moft miferable of wives, of 


mothers, and of women; I fay their endeavours, 
for there is a good Providence, who like a 
good architect, will level in the duft every 
fuperftruéiure that has been erected on a rotten 
or a /u/pected foundation, 


I may have intruded on your patience, my — 
Lord Duke, and I may al/o have exprefled 
myfelf with more warmth than propriety in 
general allows to my fex, but when your 
Grace is pleafed to confider that this gent/e- 
man and this gentlewoman have condefcended 
to bring themfelves forward with a groom, 
and perhaps other fuborned witneffes, for 
many more there may be of the /ame defcrip- 
tion, and for the purpofe of defamation , 
when you confider that THEy and their canail 
affoctates are abetted and fupported by the 
ambufbed enemies of innocence and purity, who 
from their concealed fituations pufh forward 
thofe poor mercenaries, to anfwer not only for 


the 
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the execution but for the defigning ther WORKS 
OF DARKNESS. I fay, when your Grace caz- 
fiders thefe truths, you will not only pardon 
my prolixity, but pity me for what I have 
not faid, as 1 am contented to conceal much 
more than I have declared, and from motives, 
which, if wnderftood, you, my Lord, would not 
condemn or difapprove. My temper is not 
fufceptible of ftrong refentment on common 
occafions, the tryal [ am mow fupporting zs 
not a common one, and though it has not 
deftroyed, it certainly has difturbed my tran~ 
quillity ; there was but one pofible way to 
effect the deftruétion of my peace, for even 
the death of my daughter would not have 
accomplifhed it; I fhould have fet like a 
mother, 1 fhould have grieved like a 
mother, but my grief would have partaken 
more of pleafure than of pain, under this 
natural affiiction, I fhould every moment, 
after I had loft her {weet  fociety, 
have looked forward with perfect refigna- 
tion to the will of my God, for the 
joyful fammons, when in his goodnefs hg 
would again reunite me to her, and to another 
who has gone before ber. © Thoufands have 
been recalled in the morning of their exiftence, 
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few more prepared for fuch a change: fliort 
in number as her days have been, they are 
not unmarked with religious, moral, and {ocial 
duties, I had nothing to fear for the fairnefs 
of her accounts, whenever fhe fhould be called 
upon to’ render them up to her Maker, and 
may that Omnipotent Power, whole mercies are 
smpnite, but whole juftice is aweful, condemn ot 
acquit her and me of a/! our faults at the laft 
day, by the guilt or by the innocence of our 
hearts and ot our’ aéfions, regarding what have 
been laid to'our charge by the enemies of 
vinTue and of Honour. Ihave faid there was 
but one poffible way by which my peace could 
have been deftroyed. Your Grace, front the 
goodnefs of your own heart, would not. fail 
to underftand my meaning, though I was not 
to explain it, by avowing that had a {ingle 
Speck of that mafs of accufations brought 
againft my beloved child, really proceeded 
from her own condu&, then avd then only 
fhould | have fe/t and’ have confefied myfelf 
the moft difgraced, and moft wretched of 
human beings. Whereas, the arts that have 
been ufed to: bring this fate upon me, I mean, 
to deceive me into a- belief that it was come 


upon me, has had an effect quite different 
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from what was intended; and I have more 
tranfport in the trials her innocence. has fo 
glorioufly fuftained, and more pride in the 
honourable title of ber mother, than any ather 
caufe for joy could have brought me; nor 
could my ainbition have received fo ecftatic a 
gratification, if by a miracle I had been raifed 
to a firft rank in the peerage, as. I now feel, 
whilft I have the honour to affure your Grace 
I AM A HAPPY MOTHER, 


I muft now condefcend to {peak once 
more of Bowen. and his. wife, though there 
is no place affigned them in the book of 
precedence, yet I cannot be very wrong in 
beftowing one mark of refpeét on fuch com- 
Sequential characters; I fhall, therefore, through 
courte/y, bring them forward before General 
Gunning’s GROOM, who is connected with 
themfelves in a bufinefs, not that of cleaning 
horfes, it would be fortunate for them if. it. 
was not of 4 more dirty nature. 


To the beft of my recolle@ion, this Bower 
and his wife have been removed from their 
lodgings at Kenfington, to a lodging in 
Queen-ftreet, May-fair, fince the beginning 
of January. While they were at Kenfington 
I went 
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f went feveral times to enquire after the healch 
of this moft treacherous woman; fhe was, or 
pretended to be, exceedingly ill, and I being 
really ill, faw her but once at that houfe, 
not being able to get out of my carriage, and 
twice fhe dined with us in St. James’s-Place. 


Captain Bowen I had never feen but once, 
and that before his marriage had taken‘ place 
with Mifs Lyfter, which was in confequence 
of the follicitations of General Guaning and 
the /ady’s parents, to try if I could prevail 
on them to give up the thoughts of an union, 
unpleafant to her father and mother; without 
accomplifhing ¢heir withes, I have reafon to 
believe I created for my/e/f bitter and re- 
vengeful enemies. Yet I had then no caufe 
to {uppofe they did not take, as fure it ought 
to have been taken, my opinion merely, and 
delivered with as much tendernefs as if ad- 
dreffed to my own darling child. They feemed 
convinced by it; but an elopement, or rather 
a private marriage, that took place a few 
weeks afterwards, convinced me, if they had 
gratitude, they wanted qwifdom. When I 
faw Mrs. Bowen, three: years after at Ken- 
fington, fhe appeared terrified at having in- 


curred my anger, by a : breach of the promife 
: fhe 
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fhe had made her parents through me. When 


‘IT met her firft at Bath, for it was there fhe 


picked up her /peczous hufband, I affured her, 
and with that fincerity from which I never 
depart, that however in offending againft her 
Jirft duties, fhe may have given pain or dif- 
pleafure to me, fhe muft take my vifit to her 
as the proof of a perfect reconciliation on my 
part; fhe kiffed my hands, and her pro- 
feffions of affection and gratitude were 
boundlefs, 


Many vifits Mr. Bowen made General 
Gunning in his ow apartment, after 
my interview with his wife, and fometimes 
he came into the room where IJ fat, to afk 
me how I did? On thofe occafions he had 
the art to impofe fo completely on my judge- 
ment, that I have often told them both, I 
fhould never have forgiven myfelf had the 
office that was forced upon me fucceeded, 
and I bad been the means of preventing her 
from being the wife of fo good a man and 
fo amiable a hufband. JI even preffed her, 
as fhe had a /mall eftate in her power, not 
to omit fora day, to make a will in favour 
of a man, who had, by his deep bypocri/y, 
gained in a very fhort time fo much upon 
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my good opinion. And I propofed to them, 
that I would with their permiffion, write to 
her father, and endeavour to bring about a 
reconciliation between him and them; but 
before I could put my friendly defign into 
execution the mafk was thrown afide, and 
the femblance of every virtue that had at- 
tracted my partiality, gave place to an op- 
pofite vice. The ¢tranfition was fo fudden 
and unexpected, that I was not prepared to 
meet or oppofe the plans that for many 
months, and /oxg before thefe new agents 
could have been employed, had with all the 
ingenuity of wickednefs, been fecretly car- 
rying on to blaft my fondeft hopes, and. to 
bury them beneath the ruins of maternal 
pride and maternal happinefs. | You, my 
Lord, though mot friendly, and mo@ in- 
nocently, was the occafion of my being at 
the time I fpeak of thrown off my guard, and 
lulled into a fecurity, that might have been more 
fatal than God has permitted it fhould be. 
Yes! my Lord, it was your avowed protection 
of my heart’s treafure, when I too well knew 
fhe would find wo proteGfor in her father; it was 
your expreffions of paternal love for Aer, in 
the notes we had the honour of receiving 
from your Grace, that made me fuppote 
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her placed beyond the reach of thofe poifoned 
darts that I knew were concealed in the 
bofoms of many, and fome of whom the called 
her friends; and I knew ¢oo, that they only 
waited for a moment favourable to affaffina- 
tion, before they difcharged them on their 
artlef{s victin. 


Oh, my Lord! Why have you deferted the 
truft J bad repofed in you? You have been 
deceived, but fhould you have fuftered yourfelf 
to be deceived? You, who have known her 
heart for fo many years, eve from her earliett 
infancy, to you I appeal, have you ever 
perceived any thing like wickedne/s or fraud, 
in the conftitution of ber mind? How hu- 
miliating the queftion! An honeft flave would 
think it derogatory to his 4oxour, and would 
blufh to afk it! yet it is the mother of a 
perfecuted child, who is the pride, the Jdoaft, 
| and the fupport of her life, that does propote 
| this queftion, and propoles it with confidence, | 
that your Grace will in juftice acknowledge, | | 
that until that fata? morning, the ninth of | 
this month, ever to be commemorated, for 
the unnatural crimes that have marked its pro- 
grels, fhe mever gave you caule to accufe her 
even of thofe little foibles, to which young | 
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people are fometimes fubjec&t ; and now, not 
only the dlackeft, but the meaneft of all 
charges has been brought againft her. 


There is a gradation in wickednefs, my 
Lord: can a young creature, juft turned of 
twenty-one, who has been the glory of her 
family, beloved by her friends, revered by 
her acquaintance, adored by the children of 
poverty, and the /weet foother of difrefs, 
wherever or whenever it made its claim upon 
her gentle heart, in palaces or in cottages, in 
robes or in rags, ftill-as it was in diftre/s, 
the whole Jarge ftock of her /ympathetic kind- 
nefs was ever open to its demands : 


Can a young creature who deferves this 
character, and that the does deferve it, there 
are many animated witnefles befides her /lent 
actions, which have been uniformly good 
and virtuous, from the earlief dawn of 
reafon to the prefent hour of her affli€ion: 
Can fuch a being as this, be /uppofed in 
a few fhort months to forfeit af] pretenfions 
even to common honefty, and I may add, 
to common fenfe? lf fhe had been the very 
wretch fhe is reprefented to be, her under- 
fianding- would have prevented her from 
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making choice of a fool, for the confidant of 
her forgeries, and what end were thelfe 
forgeries to anfwer? I cannot comprehend 
ir!!! 


You are deceived, my Lord, indeed you 
are deceived. For your ow# fake, for the 
fake of my injured darling, who ftill honours, 
{till joves you, and fighs to be again ace 
knowledged Jy you, to be reftored to your 
unbiaffed affetion, for all our fakes, get at 
the bottom of this urrid my/tery, for tll 
you have the goodnefs by taking fome pains 
and fome trouble, to convince yourfelf of her 
perfec innocence, though every Longue befides 
your own fhould proclaim it, fhe bids me 
affere your Grace, fhe fhall not think herfelf 
juficiently exculpated from her imputed cuillt, 
to appear before you. 


Had the author of her difgrace, and your 
deception, been of any other defcription than 
what, to the fhame of human nature he is, and 
you could for a moment have believed her 
guilty on any Je/s authority, than that which 
muft have flaggered faith itfelf, in {uch a cafe, 
fhe muft have ranked you amongft her 
tuemies, who, in whatever fituation fhe is 

Ca) placed, 


placed, either reduced below, or reftored to, 


her former affluence, will zever be permitted 
to approach her. The words mot permitted 
to approach her, 1 am perfuaded will be ex- 
ceptionable to fome of my own fex, who partly 
compofe the circle of very high fafhion, but 
I beg it may be underftood dy them as my 
apology for ufing it on ¢7s occafion. 


Honour, although with diguified bu- 
mility, delizhts in performing for ber fervants 
the leaft of thofe offices belonging to her 
own department; yet is Honour alfo jealous, 
fubject to anger, of extreme baughtinefs, and, 
when offended or infulted, will difpute ber 
title to homage with ladies of the firft rank, 
and very firft pretenfions; I mean only fuch 
who, depending on their owz ftreneth, have 
invidioufly or openly declared themfelves ber 
enemies, aud the enemies of Truth. This is 
a little /Retch only, of my miftrefs’s dilpofi- 
tion ; to cali Honour my miffre/s has been, and 
ever will de, my boaft and my glory. I 
have ferved her truely and faithfully, 1 know 
all her laws and follow them, there is nothing 
fo dear to me as foe is, I would rather fa- 
crifice my child than injure Honour. But 
sod be praifed! ] have never been broyght 
to 
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| to that fevere trial! The duties of a mother, 
and the duties 1 perform in the fervice 
of Honour, are the ftronger for being 


united. 


The pride of Honour does not refemble 
female pride, it is quite a different fort of fen- 
timent; nor is der anger ike the anger of fine 
ladies tin€tured with revenge. If the face of 

| Honour has been concealed from her friends by 
the malice of her foes, and it happens that one 
of the. deareft of her friends, deceived by ap- 
pearance, fhould believe this vifon to be 
Guilt, difguifed in the habits of Honour, and 
under fuch a deception, he fhould have aimed 
a blow at the vitals of Honour, fhe would 
haveimmediately anveiled her face; foe would 
have faid, what in the name of my daughter, 
I have now the honour to fay to your Grace, 
“< Tt was not me you affafinated, it was Guilt 

| - you meant to punifh.” 


From the beginning of the prefent month 
: fo many events have taken place, that I muft 
apply to my own memorandums, which I 
regularly and daily made, to lay before your 
Grace fuch faéts as occurred to my ¢ver 


watchful obfervation. My fufpicions of 
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General Gunning’s’ iwtentions to impede the 
happinefs of his daughter, were from the 
date on which I fhall take up the affair, 
No longer fufpicious, bis condué had explained 
them into certainties, but to what extent 
he meant to carry -his. devices, 1 had not 
the moft diftant idea. How, could it 
poflibly enter into the imagination of one 
parent, that another would have gone the 
defperate lengths that other has fince gone? 
A furmife of the kind would have been cri- 
minal, it would have been an offence againft 
nature! and could not have proceeded from 
any heart but that impenetrable one, whole 
owner has perfiited. in his cruel machinations 
with effrontery, for which humanity bas no 
precedent! I turn with horror from the 
fubject 111, 


MEMORANDUM Jf. 


Feb. 2. “* Between eleven and twelve this 
morning, General Gunning has fent off his 
groom with a letter, to the of 
—, which letter he has written in 
his dreffing-room, but has not fhewn the 
contents to any of his family.” 
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On 
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On this jfiv/ff memorandum, my Lord, I 
fhall take the liberty to odferve, that I have 
omitted, and from motives that none of the 
parties concerned will difapprove, to mention 
the name of the re/peétable perfonage to 
whom the letter was fent, or into what county, 
your Grace being already acquainted with the 
particulars 1 have fupprefled. 


My zext obfervation on the above memo- 
randum is, that the groom who was {ent 
with the, letter is not looked upon as a 
family fervant; he eats and fleeps in the 
hovfe, but Jzves by day with his horfes at 
the livery-ftable, /ometimes attending bis maf- 
ter in his rides, and fometimes any lady who 
happens “to be under General Gunning’s pro- 
tection. I have not feen ¢bis man more than 
three times fince his mafter brought him back 
from Ireland, in May laft, where he had 
attended him with other fervants; and have 
never {poke to him but to afk him about his 
wife and children, who being left in a diftant 
part of the country, compaffion had infli- 
gated me to keep from ftarving. I have too 
much pride, to fay any thing of my daughter's 
knowledge of this wretch. 


MEMORANDUM. 
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Feb. 3. Nine &Clock at night. “ General 
Gunning’s groom is juft now returned from 
» he brought back a letter for 
his mafter; I fent for it, examined the 
direction and the feal. Captain and Mrs. 
Bowen, my daughter, and fifter were prefent. 
Ttold them fome tricks had certainly been 
played with the Jetter, and. pointed out to 
their obfervation, that the coronet was re- 
verfed in the fealing it, and that inftead of 
St. James’s, it was written on the direétion 
St. James Place. I then gave it to the fer- 
vant to lay it on his matfter’s table, for Ge- 
neral Gunning was. not at home. 


aw 
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“The feal and the fuperfetiption il? 
floated on my ideas, I fent for the letter 
a fecond time, re-examined it, and then 
returned it to his drefling-room by the 
fame fervant; the whole time, both jivft 
and /of, that this letter was detained dy us, 
did not amount to five minutes, nor did 
the fervant, who brought it to and carried it 
from the drawing-room, quit the room till 
I fent it down by him to be Jaid on his 
mafter’s table.” 


With 


(pete) 

_ With your Grace’s permiffion, I fhall as I 
proceed, continue to make my oblervations 
on what has gone before, article by article. 
I am not writing for fame, I write for more 
than ife or fame: my pen and my heart are 
employed in the vindication of injured, of 
oppreffed innocence; that Innocent, my own, 


my only, my beloved child. ° I addrefs myfelf - 


to the /enfes, and to a// the amiable paffions 
that diftinguifo the human from the brute 
creation; 1 write to convince, and not to gain 


applause. 


The letter which General Gunning’s 


sroom brought from ———-——, has been 


_faid, and faid too by her father, to have been 


one difiated and written by my daughter, for 
the purpofe of impofition. This acculation 
amounts to the direc? charge of forgery, 
deceit, anda /pecies of vanity, that, I fhould 
fuppote, could never have entered a female 
breaft, where the door of folly as well as of 
vice, had not fiaod open to receive it. 


Laying afide for the prefent, that /olemn at- 
teftation my angel has condeicended in more than 
acommontform tomake, of her intire innocence 
of this diabolical charge, let us, my Lord, 
confider 
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confider it over coolly and di/paffionately, that 
thole, if any uch there are, who will not be 
convinced by a proof, of which religion can- 
not produce a /ironger teft, may be perfuaded 
they have been in anerror by the infallible 
evidence of their own judgement. A copy 
of the affidavit, fworn before one of his 
Majefty’s juftices of the peace, fhall be affixed 
to this letter; and for ¢b7s reafon, that by your 
Grace’s filence on the occafion, it is impoffble 
to fuppofe, though fent to Argyll-houfe, the 
day on which it was executed, that it has 
ever been permitted to reach your hands. 


Allow me, my Lord, to return again. 
to the fubject of my enquiries, and I thall 
begin with afking your Grace, if on your 
confcience you think, that fuppofing my 
daughter, or I, or both fogetber, had framed, - 
forged, and fent this letter, which was on the 
groom's return to be delivered by him, as 
coming from the —— of —, that 
I fhould have ordered it to be brought up to 
me, and defore company ; that I fhould be the 
jirft to difcover there had been a fraud come 
mitted; or that in pointing it out to my 
daughter's obfervation, which I did, that /he 
fhould have coincided with me in opinion ; 


for 
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for if /be bad been guilty and I innocent, or 
fuppofe us doth culpable, wickedne/s and folly 
do not always go hand in hand; _furely 
had we been the authors of the fraud, we 
were not zecefitated to impeach ourselves, we 
need not have commanded dack the letter, 
after having once difmiffed it, and a fecond 
time have examined the /ea/ and the direé?ions 
with all the fcrutiny of a too well authorized 
fufpicion. Should we have done this, my 
Lord ? Should we have put this dz/puted letter 
into the hands of Bowen and his wife, to help 
us in detecting the fraud if it muff have 
fallen on our own heads? I did give it to 
thofe wretches for their opinion; was there 
any thing like guz/t in all this? Common 
fenfe fays no. But common fenfe, nor com- 
mon honefty has had any thing to do in the 
whole tranfaétion of an affair, marked only 
by folly and by infamy. 


Perhaps it may not be improper before 

I proceed further on ¢h7s article, to explain 
my reafons why I fent for the letter. to be 
brought up to me, when the groom returned 
from -— or any other place, for his 
employers and himfelf are the only people who 
can really tell where he had been fent. Why I 
1 ordered 
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ordered this letter, and why I infpeéted the 
feat and the direéfions with the {crutinizing 
eyes of fufpicion, would, were I to fpeak to 
every reafon, and to every proof that I can 
produce, be of ¢hem/elves fufficient to fill a 
volume, every page of which would be more 
myfterious, and more wonderful than another. 
I fhall, therefore, content myfelf with averring 
to your Grace, that no letter, fince laft May, 
has come to me either by the poft or by a 
fiage-coach, tor T have tryed the conveyance 
of beth, but what has been cut acrofs the 
feal, with a hot knife, before I got them. 
This very day, being the 22d of February, 
I have received a parcel from Hamphhire, 
in which was inclofed a letter, it came dy the 
coach, and the feal cut acrofs as ufual. 


It may alfo be neceffary before I entirely 


difmifs the fubje&t of my obfervations on 
Memorandum the firft, that I fhould make 
{ome addition to thofe I have already ftated. 
I fuppofe your Grace has heard my darling 
acculed of bribing her-father’s groom, as well 
as of her employing him in the conveyance of 
her forgeries. Had the forged the letter from 


the of ——, had the prevented 
the groom from going to ——»»»=_—__ Dad 
fhe 


be By, 
fhe feduced him from the obedience due to 
his matter, no doubt a defcent from the 


Jummit of honour, which had fo many years 


been her refidence, muft have been attended 
with fome dificwlties, and in fuch an mcum~ 
hered path, and to fo young a traveller, who 
had never before explored the beaten but in- 
tricate mazes of deception, fhe would have 
found zo means of purfuing her journey with- 
out the aid of that conduétor whofe affiftance 


on fuch occafions cannot be difpenfed with. 


Where a groom is made ujfeful to intrigues of 
policy, this bagatelle may be admitted. That 
without a dribe there can be no corruption, 
and without money there can be no 4éribe. 
That fhe ever has been poffefled of money 
fufficient for fuch undertakings, is not in her 
disfavour; fhe has ever had fometbing for the 
aid of goodne/s, but nothing for the fupport or 


purpofes of vice. 


Again, my Lord, permit me to afk your 
Grace another queftion, by what magic fhe 
cot pofleffion of a feal, with the corcnet and 
arms of that family on whom it is alledged fhe 
has committed this de/picable fraud; how 
came fhe by the coronet and cypher of another 
honourable branch of that mo honourable 

: houte ? 
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houfe? From any part of ether family the 
could not evez have procured the impreffions 
of thofe feals, becaufe, fhe does not know 
any but the principals of the family. But 
admit a poffbility of her having by fome 
means or other not to be accounted for, got 
the impreffions of them, for I have not yet 
heard that my angel has been accufed of 
ablolutely reading the feals themfelves : What 
a theme is this for a mother’s pen! Yet it 
does not humble me, on the contrary, I never 
till wow, have known the extent of my own 
confequence; and though always proud of 
my treafure, never have | been half fo proud 
as during the time of her -uumerited and 
unbearad of trials; it is to them I owe the 
difcovery of a thoufand of ¢hofe perfeétions 
of the foul, that adverfity, and adverfity only 
can call into action. 


No, my Lord! amoneft all the meanneffes 
of which fhe has been /uppofed the author, 
they do not fay that fhe had poffeffed herfelf 
of the real feals belonging to the houfe of 
—, But, as I have faid before, 
admit there was a poffibility of her procuring 
the impreffions of thofle feals, where would 
have been her advantage? She was not an 

engraver, 
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engraver, that fhe could cut them Jere 
felf; that if any fuch have been cut for 
the occafion, it muft have been by an en- 
graver, and in that cafe I fhould imagine 
it not a very difficult matter for your Grace 
to trace out who did cut them, and by 
whofe orders they were cut. The deeper you 
have the goodnels to dive in this ocean of 
myfteries, the greater probability there is that 
at laf you will drag up from the bottom of it, 
the real workers. of this iniquitous bufinefs ; 
conviction muft follow your refearches; the 
weight that cannot fail to opprefs your mind 
will be removed, you will rejoice in her 
innocence, though you fhould feel a pang 
that it has been fo /ong and fo cruelly tor- 
tured. 


In the courfe of this letter, my Lord, I 


have offen given the clue into your Grace’s 


hand. You well know what my fentiments 
have Jong been, and I fincerely with to avoid 
every publick explanation that does not im- 
mediately tend to effectually remove not only the 
imputation of crimes, but the /malleft blemith, 
that has been wantonly afcribed to a character 
immutable as truth, and immaculate as infancy ; 
not a fpeck fhall be fuffered to remain. I 
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will facrifice nothing to hate or to revenge, but 
every thing to affaffinated honour and _perfe~ 
cuted goodnefs; had I nearer ties than natures 
or the Jews have inftituted, I would break 
through them a// on an occafion like this. 
She, who would. joyfully lay down her life in 
the caufe fhe has undertaken, can fhe be an uzin- 
terefted, a meer looker-on, and {ee the deareft of 
all her foul holds dear madea viéim to the arts 
and ftratagems of an infidious ? add, my 
Lord, the name that mu fill up this horrid 
blank—for you know it. 


On the night the D—o. ——’s letter was 
brought by General Gunning’s groom, as it was 
fuppofed from B——m, his matter did not return 
from his evening amufements “till about one 
o clock; does it not ftrike your Grace as at 


loaft a remarkable circumftance, that at fuch a. 


time as this, on which I may almoft fay the hap- 
pinefs of his.only child in a manner was de- 
pending, (for, it he had written the /ester which 
be fays he did write to the D—of how 
much of bis, of ber’s, and of my happinels, muft 
inevitably have hung on the aniwer he fhould 
have the honour to receive from his G P) 
ond when he knew this anfwer was to be received 
that very evening, I afk, if it was not rather 
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Jirange that he fhould choofe to fup from home, 
that he fhould be as indifferent to the return 
of his meffenger as if be was in wo mannet 
concerned about the bufinefs on which he had 
fent himto B m, and though he faid in his 
family that he expected his groom back at eight 
o'clock, that he fhould afterwards ftay out 
himfelf ’till oe, and not leave orders to have 
this important letter fent to him, either in 
Harley-/treet or Soho-fquare, for to one or other 
of thofe places all his evenings were dedicated ; 
nor did he once fend his fervant to St. James’s- 
Place to enquire if the groom.was come back, 

which feems to argue a fort of apathy he 
is not.at all liable to on other occafions ; 

neither is he deficient in curiofity ; and had the 

contents of the expected letter been entirely 

mew to him, I am perfuaded it would not 

have remained on his dreffing table from nine 

*till one o’clock, like an old book, the fubject 
of which he was perfeé mafter of ; or more 
properly I-might have faid like a book of 
which be knew himfelf to be the author, or at 
leaft one of the authors. 


My bed room was next the ftreet, the 
knocking at the door when he came home 
awakened me; I heard him get out of the 

F D 2 Carriage, 
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carriage, and it drove off; in another minute 
the hall-door was opened with great caution, 
it arrefted my attention, and immediately after 
a coach drove into the place; I heard the 
ftep let down, and it drove back again moft 
furioufly ; there was nobody up in the houfe 
at this time but his ows man, whom he 
charged not to fay he was gone out, if any 
enquiries fhould be made. I found after- 


wards that he went to Argyll-houfe with the, 


di/puted— or for brevity fake you muft allow 
me to call it b7s, or their's, or any body’s 
letter, and that he left it with your Grace; 
that he was in you: apartment on ¢hat night, 
I do not mean as information, but, perhaps, 
my lord, you do not a//o know that it was 
not for your Grace that he firft enquired; 
no! it was for two others in your family, but 
all were gone to bed, and shen he was fhown 
to your Grace’s roorn. 


The fervant waited his mafter’s. return in 
the porter’s hall, the door was opened with- 
out knocking, and he went up to his chamber 
fo foftly as not to be heard by any body but 
mylfelf. The groom flept in a garret 1mme- 
diately over my room, and after General 
Gunning was in bed, I heard his man go up 

to 


ohn 
o 
UA Y, 


Te”) 


to the groom and their voices too I could 
hear very diftinttly. The meflace, as I am 
informed, that he carried to this wretch from 
his mafter was to charge him not to fay any 
thing about B or his journey to. that 
place, until he had feen him, and orders 
that he fhould come next morning to his 
bed-fide by feven o’ clock. 


The command to his groom of being filent 
on the fubjedt of his journey to B m, came 
too fate, for I found by my own fervant, 
whilft fhe was waiting in my room the night 
of the groom’s return from B m, that he 
had been entertaining his companions below 
ftairs with a Jong, but, certainly, not a true 
account of his whole expedition, 


Memoranpum III, 


Feb. 4. “General Gunning was in my 


daughter’s room this morning before fhe 


was up, and informed her he had received 
a charming letter from the D—of——-—___, 
which he had left with the duke of Argyll, and 
alfo told her he had been laft night at 
Argyll-houfe for that purpofe, and would 
D 3 take 
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take her with him there, that fhe might fee 
it as foon as fhe was dreffed; fhe has been 
at Argyll-houfe for that purpofe, and this 
moft charming letter has been fhewn to 
her, and my heart partakes in her joy, though 
I have not feen the contents but fhe has 
repeated them to me as nearly as fhe can re- 
member them; I am as much tranfported 
with her happinefs, as if 1 had and (as her 
mother) I ought to have been, confulted on 
every ftep that has been taken; but fhould 
General Gunning really mean to act now 
fairly by my heart’s treafure, if he no longer 
works under ground to impede her felicity, 
I will forgive all his paft referves, although 
under the feverity of their preffure I have 
been fuffering the pains of torture for fo many 
months. ——If he is not confcious that zs 
wifhes are oppofed to my wifhes, on a point 
where both fhould be equally interefted, why 
does he throw out fo many dark hints, and 
never fpeak to me with confidence or kind- 
nefs, why not fhew the D—of. ’s letter 
to me, ifevery thing is really coming to a 
crifis——there is yet 2 darknefs in his conduct 
that I do not comprehend. Another *cir- 
cumftance gives me fufpicion ;—he has been 
abd : this 
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this day examining the fervant who brought 
the letter up ftairs, very clofely, whether we 
looked much at the feal, and at the direGtion, 
and how Jong we kept it the firft and fecond 
time that we fent for it—Surely he knows 
me too well, not to know that [ fhould on 
no occafion condeicend to open any jetter 
that was not directed to myfelf—-what then 
can he mean by being fo inquifitive!—tis 
very odd—I do not like it—I have been fo 
long in a fcene of myfteries, of which he is 
the artificer, that I never expect to get out 
of them as long as I live!” 


Thefe, my Lord Duke, are the whole con- 
tents of my third memorandum; you know 
at that time, and long before, what had been 
my fears, my fufferings, and my forrows, and 
with what watchful caution | oblerved and 
followed the intricate and retrogade motions 
that threatened the blow, when it only fhewed 
itfelf at a diftance; I appeal only to truths, 
and to your Grace, in this my juft, upright, 
and honeft vindication; it is only the confi- 
deration of its being ju/?, upright, and honeft, 
that fupports and enables me to enter upon, 
and fhall carry me through an undertaking, 
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which, for diftreffing circumftauces, and diftref- 
fing fituations, as a wife and a mother I hope 
bas never fallen to the lot of a4y woman 
until it became my own. I can have no 
choice how I am to act when I afk myfelf 
this queftion; fhall I protect goodnefs, or 
fhall I leave it to the deffruéfion of evil? 
Promifes and threats have not been omitted 
to turn me from my determined purpofes; 
what thefe promifes and threats are compofed 
of fhall appear before I finifh the painful task 
neceffity has impofed on me, as an indifpen- 
fible duty. 


I do not think it neceffary, my Lord, to 
annex my animadverfions on the contents of 
my third memorandum, becaufe the only 
obfervations I could zew make, were made 
by me at the time the circumftances occur- 
red; J beg your Grace to honour the perufal 
of them with a moment of ferioys confidera- 
tion, recollect alfo the fituation of my ‘mind, 
for you know what it was when I faw the 
ftorm only at a diftance, and long before it 
burfted like forked lightening on our defence- 
lefs heads. —2 ou know, my Lord, how heavily 
I have been oppreffed by the Jorrors of fut- 


I pence 


( 41) 

pence and apprehenfions, aad that my appre- 
henfions were not the growth of a day, a week, 
or a month. Y had long looked into that 
mind, which has fince taught its pofleffor to 
realize what before was fufpicion, into a dark, 
a dreadful certainty. 1 repeat it, my Lord 
Duke, that you know how great was my 
caution, how indefatigable my relearches; for 
to your Grace, at different times, I have 
revealed in writing every thought of my heart. 
Your extreme fondnefs for my amiable child, 
and the tender intereft you was taking in 
whatever concerned the eftablifhment of her 
happinefs, invited me to the freedom of re- 
pofing in your Grace my moft unlimited con~ 
fidence; an honour you permitted me, and 
did not feem difpleafed at my ufing this 
your indulgence on all critical occafions. I 
am at laft arrived to memorandum the 
fourth. 


On the evening of which day, the plots 
of my daughter’s enemies and my own had 
opened, on my underftanding, {0 /argely, and 
opprefied my heart fo Feavily, that, when 
I threw my thoughts as ufual on paper, it 
was only in thefe words. 

MeEmM O- 
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Feb. 5. ** This day has opened a fcene of 
premeditated villainy, the agents of which are 
Bowen and his wife; and fuch a converfation 
has pafled between that Woman and myfelf, 
as I fhall not notice here, being impreffed 
upon my memory, and ever to be erafed 
from thence.” 


Before I have the honour of bringing for- 
ward circumftantially as I] mean to do, the 
events of Saturday the 5th of February, I thall, 
with your Grace’s permiffion, explain to you 
on what fort of footing thofe Bowens were 
received into my family, and how artfully 
they maintained their pofts untul it was con- 
venient for their deffruciive meafures to 
throw off their difguife, and to difclofe them- 


felves in their real and monfrous forms. I 


would have ufed inftead of real the term na- 
tural, but nature would have blufhed had I 
profaned her name, by beftowing it on fuch 
people, or annexing it to fuch unnatural 
purpofes!!! 


Removing them/felves, or what 1s {till more 
likely, deimg removed by others from Ken- 
6 | Sington 


jington to London, the better to accomplifh 
the work of wickednefs they have fubmitted. 
to be employed upon, they fignified to me 
the day they fhould come to town; I for- 
get what day it was, and only remember, 
that it was early in the month of January, 
and that they called in St. James’s-Place 
immediately on their arrival—From that 
time, until they {prung the Mime of all their 
mifchiefs, I behaved to them with every pof- 
fible kindnefs, whilft General Gunning. ap- 
peared to treat them with that acknowledge- 
ing fort of negligence, that can hardly be 
tortured into the term civility, but will eafily 
admit of another word, and one that for ever 
mutt belong to the whole committee of perjured 
affociates, 1 mean contempt. This /eudied 
conduct produced all its effeézs. 1 redoubled 
my attentions, and thrown off my guard, I 
fuffered myfelf to be deceived by their artful 
contrivance, and really in my own thoughts 
blamed General Gunning for that want of 
kindnefs to his relations, which | endeavoured 
to atone for by the friendfhip with which I 
always received them..-How artfully was 
conduéted the Tragedy they were engaged in, 
and how well fupperted were all their parts ! 
Bowen’s wife once gave General Gunning a 


very | 
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very fpirited, and I thought a very proper 
rebuke, for his having called (as fhe chofe to 
fay) at their door, without enquiring if they 
were at home. Before this I thought her a 
tame foolifo woman, but I] zow changed my 
opinion; in fhort, for fome weeks I was the 
dupe of them all, nor do I charge myfelf 
with want of penetration that I was deceived, 
for in all the my/terious and ingenious devices 
of which they have been the contrivers, ¢his 
is the only one that appears to me to have 
been carried on with even common underftand- 
ing, though of uncommon cunning and un- 
common villaizy there has been no deficiency. 


Mrs. Bowen 1s remarkable for one accom- 
plifhment, I mean her mafterly performance 
on the harpfichord; and my daughter, about 
a fortnight before fhe was driven from St. 
James’s Place, having engaged Signior Quilici 
to inftruct. her in finging, embraced with 
pleafure this woman’s offer to accompany 
her, and give her leffons in the abfence of 
her mafter; nobody was more capable of 
improving a learner in that {cience than her- 
felf; her fingers command the {weeteft founds 
of harmony, but it proceeds from her fingers 


only, it has nothing to do with that fort of 
mufick 
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mufick fo elegantly diftinguifbed by Shak{peare, 
it is quite of another defcription; the foul has 
no connection with the powers jhe poflefies. 


When I wifhed Mr. and Mrs. Bowen to 
dine with us, we either called at the door 
of her lodgings to take her up, or elfe fent 
the carriage to fetch her, and after {upper 
fhe generally went home in my daughter’s 
chair. I fhall not dwell longer on this fub- 
ject, it is quite enough that my daughter’s 
atteftation, fubjoined to this letter, will fuf- 
ficiently elucidate to every man and every 
woman, who would not themfelves be guilty 
of perjury, what was the nature of her ac- 
quaintance with this difgraceful character, for 
a difgrace fhe is to her fex, to religion, and 
to humanity. I fhall now have the gratif- 
cation of prefenting to your Grace thefe 


incomparable Machiavelians in the plain anim- 
bellifbed livery of truth, 


Saturday, Feb. 5. My Sifter, my Darling, 
and myfelf, returning about three o’clock from 
the Park, called at Mrs. Bowen’s Houfe, 
and fent up a meffage to afk if they would 
dine with us; the wzfe came down and placed 
herfelfin the carriage, making an apology for 

her 
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her Hu/band, who fhe faid was gone into the 
country, or would have been very happy to 
have accepted my invitation.—'T he time be- 
fore dinner was as ufual paffed at the Piano 
Forte; the mufical affafin playing, and the 
innocent victim finging, or, rather I fhould 
have faid, attempting to fing. 


General Gunning dined at home that day; 
I did not go down to dinner, nor had I 
done {o for feveral days before, being exceed- 
ingly ill and languid: the ladies came up to 
me abour feven o’clock, leaving General Gun- 
ning below, and the carriage waiting to car- 
rv him out; we had not been together more 
than ten minutes, when Mr. Bowen joined 
us in the drawing room: I[ told him I was 
forry we had not the pleafure of his company 
at dinner; his reply was, that he had been 
in the city; and I faid without any mean- 
ing, Mrs Bowen informed me you was gone 
into the country; he fmiled, and replied, 
he had been {fo far into the city that it may be 
almoft called the country: foon after a mef- 
fase was brought up to Mr. Bowen from 
General Gunning, with his compliments, 
and that he wifhed to fpeak to him; when he 
came back to us, which was.a in few minutes, 
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I fignified that I was alarmed at the meffage, 
and begged he would tell me what General 
Gunning had wanted with him, for I had 
then fears of a very ferious nature. After 
fome hefitation, he faid, it was only to ask 
him for five guineas, it being too Jate to 
fend to his banker. I fhook my head, and 
told him I did not believe a word of the 
matter, for that two days before I had feen 
him take out of his pocket a letter, at leaft 
what I thought was a letter, but on its being 
opened I had obferved that it contained a 
number of bank bills, and that the envelope 
was blank paper. Mr. Bowen affured me 
upon his honour, which at that time I had no 
reafon to doubt was fering honour, that he 
had told ine the real bufinefs for which he 
was called down, and I was /atisfied. Gene~ 
ral Gunning {oon after went out to his even- 
ing appointments, my {weet injured Angel 
was gone to fet an hour with her beloved 
Prote&trefs the Duchels of B yotlVirs. 
Bowen at her mufick, my fifter and Mr. 
Bowen playing at picquet, and myfelf ac 
work ; we were thus difpofed of, when Mrs. 
Bowen, rifing haftily, and taking up a can- 
dle, looked at my fifter as if fhe would have 
{aid follow me; the hint, tho’ /of on me, was 

underftood 
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underftood by the perfon to whom it was 
directed ; the laid down her cards, made an 
apology to Mr. Bowen, and went out of the 
room; it was more than a quarter of an 
hour before they came back again; and 
looking in their faces I faw confufion in that 
of the moft treacherous of Women, though 
a good deal concealed by the convement black 
curtain that in part covered the crimfon of 
guilt from my infpeétion; whilft the pale 
and agitated countenance of my fifter fpoke 
the plain truth, and told me in language I 
could not mifunderftand fomething difagree- 
able had happened ; hardly had I time to re- 
colle& myfelf, before Mrs. Bowen propofed 
to her hufband that he fhould go for an hour 
to the coffee-houfe, and return to us again. 
The plan being laid before the Incendiares 
met in St. James’s-Place, they perfecily un- 
derftood each other, and taking up his Hat 
he difappeared ; when my fifter faid it would 
he highly proper Mrs. Bowen that you 
fhould now repeat to Mrs. Gunning what you 
have been telling me: for God’s fake, faid I, 
what is the matter ! do not alarm yourfelf, my 
fifter replied; Mrs. Bowen will tell you a//; 
fome devil has been forging a letter to er in 


the zame of our darling here. I muft obferve, 
that 
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that I never beheld fuch exprefions of guilt 
and confufion as overwhelmed the wretch be- 
fore me; for though I was dy 20 means free 
from agitation, I fixed my eyes on her face, 
whilft I requefted her not to keep me in fuf- 
pence; I repeated my intreaties /o often, that 
at laft with a /eeming reluctance, and f/eem- 
ing tendernefs, fhe opened the diabolical com- 
miffion. 


‘“©Oh my deareft Mrs. Gunning! you 
“© have been deceived! you are cheated! you 
“are abufed! and I fear, when you know 
“all, it will Ai yous it will be the death 
«¢ of you. I owe you more than my mo- 
‘< ther, and I love you better than I loved 
‘her; how then can I kill you by telling 
¢ you, your daughter is a wretch!” 


nm 


Had I been Jefs acquainted with that 
heart, which I have the glory to fay, under 
the goodnefs of God, has been of my own 
forming, had 7 not been the conduéfor of all 
her aétions, and the Repofitor of all her 
thoughts—Had I not been the joyful Wit= 
nefs of a life of purity, bonour, and rectitude, 
pafied under my own immediate infpection, 
and which had not ever been marked with 
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the common failings of her fex—had I not 
felt that I fhould have been content that my 
own foul fhould have an{wered for her tran{- 
ereffions, I might, as this affaffin threatened, 
and very probably I fhould, -have fallen the 
infant martyr of her devices. On the con- 
trary, I now with the moft undifturbed com= 
pofure affured her it was /be that had been 
impofed upon, and begged she would proceed 
with as much calmnefs to relate as 1 was pre- 
pared to /i/ten, that fhe had nothing to fear 
on my account, either for my 4fe or for my 
vepofe, from the confequences of aay intelli- 
gence fhe could poffibly give me. Whilft I 
was faying this I obferved her looks, which, 
contrary to their ufual filence, fpoke /ome 
fort of meaning, and which I have fince con- 
firued into the language of mortification, on 
finding ¢his her firft effay had met with fo 
little, fuccefs,; however, encouraged I fup- 
pofe by the mildne/s of my manner ¢o ber, and 
by my telling her fle had been impofed upon, 
fhe returned to her charge, and taking fhel- 
ter behind the banner of honeft meaning, 
under its ffolen colours, fhe tryed to conceal 
the real bafenefs of her intentions. With 
effrontery zever to be equalled on /uch an occa 
fion, the Crocodile caught hold of my hands, 

often 
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often kiffed them, and pretended, to ery 
over them, lamenting that to fave me from 
further impofition, fhe mut facrifice my 
daughter. Mr. Bowen and herfelf, the faid, 
had been nearly diffrafted on my account, by 
the knowledge they had come at of the 
double part the wicked creature was acting— 
There was now nothing I fo much wifhed for 
after this g/imp/e of the bufinefs as to get to 
the very Jottom of it; I therefore concealed 
my refentment, and defired her to explain 
what foe meant, that by the nature of her ac- 
cufations I might be able to form my owz 
opinion, 


In confideration, my Lord Duke, of the 
heavy tax I am going to lay on your patience, 
I would willingly give your Grace the /ud- 
ftance only of this Woman’s information, but 
in juftice to a// the parties that ave concerned, 
or may concern themfelves in or about the 
iniquitous tranfactions, that are the fubject of 
this letter, however tedious I am forced to 
be, I muft, to throw a light on darkne/s like 
this, be clear and explicit, and bring every 
circumftance that I am acquainted with be- 
fore your Grace p/ain and unaltered. 
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The calmnefs with which I made my re- 
queft to Mrs. Bowen, that fhe would pro- 
ceed with her information, took off from 
her every fear of my difpleafure, and with all 
the affurance of guilt the began to znforce 
what fhe had before advanced. My deareft 
Mrs. Gunning, faid fhe, bow dreadfully have 


you been impofed upon, every body is com= 


bined to deceive you, and the myfteries that 
have fo long made you wmiferable, are all 
created by Mifs Gunning’s ariful conduct; 
indeed, indeed, my dear Mrs. Gunning, 
though you think fhe is to marry L—d 
B do not fet’ your heart upon it; 


fhe never will marry him.—How do you™ 


know this, faid I;—becaufe, replyed fhe, Milfs 
Gunning will marry L—d L and 
not L—d B————. From what authority 
do you declare it, Mrs. Bowen? becaufe, re- 


turned fhe, about five days ago /he wrote me— 


a letter, in which fhe tells me what I now tell 
you, and in this letter there was inclofed one 
from the D— of —to her father, 
which fhe defired I would get Mr. Bowen 
to copy for ber; and fhe defires me not to 
mention the report, which I muft certainly 
have heard, as it was known over the whole 
town, that fhe was to be married to L—d 
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This letter, Mrs. Bowen, was not of my 
daughter’s writing; fome body has written to 
you in her name; the contents are a dire 
contradiction of her fentiments.—She  infifted 
that it was of Mifs Gunning’s writing and 
fending, which the confirmed by an affeveration 
not common trom the lips of a female.—I did 
not exaétly fay that fhe had {worn to a falfe- 
hood, but fill held to my affertion, that my 
daughter had no hand in the letter fhe had 
received, 


Finding that by a// her proteftations the 
could not inforce my belief, or gain her own 
ends, whatever they were, by means of the 
letters, fhe faid, that at all events, though, 
fhe muft*give up Mifs Gunning znizrely, fhe 
was determined to open my eyes to her dupli- 
city and wickedne/s. ‘The reply 1 made to 
her was exaéfly in thefe words: And why 
fhould you hefitate, Mrs. Bowen, to give ber 
up, for if fhe is fo guilty a creature, furely 
ber friendfhip is not worth preferving ; 
furely fhe who can forfeit a/J claims to honour 
and delicacy, who can throw off the duty and 
affettion fhe owes a mother, who has adored 
ber, cannot be expecfed to perform any good 
aétion, or to be capable of one friendly office. 
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This my anfwer to her i// collected and 
worfe conneéted allegations, feemed, greatly 
to pleafe her; fhe agreed intirely with my 
opinion, and affured me fhe would in fu- 
ture defpife Mifs Gunning’s friendthip, and 
give up every thing to me without referve.— 
This was jujt the point I wanted to bring her 
to; for whoever had laid the horrible plan, 
I wifhed at one view to overlook the extent 
of it, but hat I have fice found to be be- 


yond the powers of mortal fight or mortal 
penetration. 


Now, my dear Mrs. Gunning, continued 
this human monfter, to ftrengthen what I have 
told you about the zwo letters Mifs Gunning 
fent to me; one of which fhe defired me to 
get Mr. Bowen to copy ; I wii tell you what 
fhe has {aid to me this very day, and then you 
cannot doubt the truth of a// that I have been 
faying.— Go on, faid I, and conceal nothing, 
it is for my fecurity that I fhould know ail, that 
I may be able to defend my/elf againft my 
enemies; there was no ambiguity whatever in 
this reply, it came from my heart, but fhe 
did not take it in the real fenfe, but in. the 
fenfe I wifhed the might take it——Again the 
incendiary poured out the warmeft profeffions 

of 
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of Love, reverence, and compafiion, for ber 
deareft Mrs. Gunning, for her more than mo- 
ther, as fhe was pleated to call me, and again 
fhe kiffed my hand.— I did not immediately 
withdraw it, but fele as if it had been fa/- 
tened on by a ferpent. 


What a wretch, what a compleat wretch, 
is this vie daughter of your’s, faid fhe; to 
have been fo Jong carrying on fuch a fcene 
of deception as has almoft defrayed you , and 
fo \ have told her this very day.— When 
and where Mrs. Bowen did you tell her fo? 
Firft, at the Piano Forte, returned fhe; and 
afterwards on the ftairs as we came up to 
you from the dining room. I firft faid to 
her, for foame! for fhame {| Mifs Gunning ; 
how can you impofe fo on your mother, how 
can you appear to her to carry on the affair 
with Lord B and yet refolve to marry 
LordL > What was her reply, I afked. 
—— Why, returned fhe, that I knew fhe 
was determined to marry Lord L ; 
and nothing fhould turn her, but that the was 
afraid to tell her Mamma——-; and what 
did you fay to her again on the ftairs, Mrs. 
Bowen? I faid, Mifs Gunning, you are kill- 
ing your dear good mother by inches, and if 
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you do-not tell her the abominable part you 
are.atting, Mr. Bowen and I are come toa 
reiolution, for the fakeof your mother, to tell 
her-of it ourfelves, for it we keep your fecret 
foe will lofe her i — This, faid 1, was very 
home indeed; could fhe fay nothing in defence 
of herfelf?————- O las! xo, replyed the, 
in a quick and pert voice, nothing in the 
world but poh! poh! never mind that.— 
Has any Abe sr converfation pafied between 
you and her to day Mis. Bowen, faid I, on 
the fame fubject? if there bas tell me; you fee 
Tam poffefled of great ftrength of mind, and 
I appeal to yourfelf if you ever faw me 
more compofed; though to be fure I have been 
very much /furprized, and even fbocked as 
much as it is the power of wickedne/s to 
poe me! fhe did not fee herfelf reflected 
, but my dear, my innocent lamb, in the 
nn wickedne/s,; and thinking fhe had gained 
a complete victory over my credulity, the flat- 
tered my underftanding, even at its own ex- 
At for 1 muff have been a fool indeed 
if J had given credit to what fhe pretended 
had pafled between them at the Piano Forte, 
becaufe I'was fitting clofe by them the whole 
time, and not a word or a whi/per could 
have e/caped my ear; and for that part of the 
ready 
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ready-made converfation, which fhe faid had ~ 
paffed upon the ftairs, it is enough for me 
to fay that my fifter came out of the di- 
ning-room, and up ftairs with them, and 
not a fyllable was uttered on that or any other | 
fubject. 


To my queftion of what further might 
have pafied between them on that’ day, 
Mrs. Bowen made the following anfwer. 
] forgot, my dear Mrs. Gunning, to tell 
you of it before, that when Mifs Minifie 
went up to afk you how you did after 
dinner, and Jefore fhe returned again to us, 
General Gunning, Mifs Gunning and my- 
felf, being left by ourfelves, the General faid 
fomething that muff convince you that your 
daughter is acting the very part I have told 
you.— I begged to know what that fomething 
was.—- Why, replied fhe, as foon as Mifs 
Minifie was gone out of the room, General 
Gunning began to fay what a very. hand- 
fome letter that was he had received from 
the D of —, notwithftanding it~ 
contained this reflection, that is G wifbed 
the General and his daughter had known 
their own minds fooner, for as his fon L—d 
B was indifpofed, and had a very 
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firong affection for Mifs Gunning, he was 
afraid the difappointment would affect him 
very ferioufly. When I repeated this part 
of Mrs. Bowen’s curious collection of reports 
to my daughter on her return that evening 
from the duchefs of B———’s, it was ar- 
yanged on the fame catalogue of fal/ehboods 
that had gone before it, for not a word had 
paffed in the fhort abfence of my filter from 
the table about the D of ee, 
L—d B—— or any letter whatever, 


Whén Mrs. Bowen mentioned the D G 
Jetter, and General Gunning’s remarks on 
it, which fhe had defore concerted or fabri- 
cated at the moment; 1 1s impoffible, faid J, 
being a little off my guard, that Mr. Gun- 
ning could have faid this of the D of 
*s letter, the duke of Argyll has 
fhewn it to my daughter, and fhe has not 
mentioned to me any thing ke what yow 
inform me of zow; on the contrary, his 
G ’s letter is perfectly polite and fatis- 
factory. 


Oh my dear Mrs. Gunning! fhe exclaimed, 
mideed you are deceived, you are cheated by 
them @//, the Duke of Argyll, Mifs Gun- 


ning, 
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ning, and every one of them, are deceiving you, 
ihe zs to marry Lord L It 18 contrived 
amonett them, and every body is helping on 
the match, 


Her violence recovered me from the falfe 
ftep I had made, it forced me to collect 
myfelf,; and as to-get at the poffeffion of 
the letters fhe had pretended to have re- 
ceived from my daughter five days before, 
was what I aimed at, I again threw out 
the tub to the whale, by pretending to {wal- 
low all her abfurdities.— I am apt to believe 
the honourable party who employed her, as 
an aéfing partner in their dark work, did 
not give her a commiffion to go quite fuch 
lengths as fhe in her wifdom had thought 
fic to go; if they did, I thall agvife them 
when they wext undertake to deftroy 
the happinefs of a wife and a daugh- 
ter, whether of their own or any other fa- 
mily, that they look out for an agent, who 
is to take fo capital a fhare in the bufinefs, 
of rather a better underfianding than Mrs. 
Bowen’s, leaft their owz fhould be called in 
queftion ; but in ¢he prefent cafe to take away 
any imputation of the kind, I will allow, 
that before fhe was taken in to affift the 
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other conductors, nothing of evil was ever ma= 
naged with greater addrefs than this plan of 
defiruttion, 1 mean from its very firft are 
rangement. I do not boaft of particular pe- 
netration in having detected Mrs. Bowen in 
her onfet of treachery, becaufe a child of 
twelve years old might have feen through 
her as clearly as I did ; ; but having difcovered 
her treachery, I gave myfelf fome credit for 
the more than Job’s patience with which I 
dived to the doftem of it, and had fhe not 
been greatly fupported, the very means fhe 
ufed would have de ees the ends for which 
fhe ufed them; but /o fupported, I have 
hitherto but in part yer able to parry their 
blows of mifchief.—I fhall not interrupt my 
recital, or trouble your Grace with another 
obfervation of my own, until I come to the 
conclufion of Mrs. Bowen’s intelligences. 
Every circumftance of which fhe thought 
it proper to confirm by pledging a oul, 
the value which by this time | fhoul d imagine 
your Grace muft fully comprehend. 


———— 
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On the fubje& of the contrivances which fhe 
‘averred were carrying on f your Grace, my 
daughter, and others, to complete her marriage 
with L—d L——~ and to break off the treaty 

with 
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with L—d B——, Mrs. Bowen was parti- 
cularly elaboate, and particularly /zrong in her 
affeverations of its truth, and when I replyed, 
Mrs. Bowen whatever you may think of my 
daughter, however culpable /be may appear to 
you, /uppofe her divefted of all delicacy or 
honour, yet I cannot dut hope that in the 
Duke of Argyll I have zot been miftaken; 
you muft have been mifinformed at leaft in 
what concerns him, and I mutt fill think 
myfelf and my daughter honoured in his friend- 
fhip, and /afe under his protection. —T his was 
her anfwer:——-uppon my S— it is true that se 
is the worff of all your enemies, and except 
Mifs Gunning’s own wickednefs, nothing can 
exceed the Duke of Argyll’s: I could here 
fcarcely forbear giving her ove of thofe {miles 
that wears the livery of incredulity and con- 
tempt, but geting the better of my inclination, 
becaufe I had not yet got the letters from her, I 
put on rather a look of conviéfion than one of 
unbelief, and turning to the table on which 
my writing materials always ftood, and, as if 
perfettly convinced of my daughter's mi/con- 
dué#, 1 wrote fuch a letter to her, as I moft 
certainly fhould have written without any 
fineffe whatever, had the really deviated from 


the paths of delicacy and truib;, in that cafe 
fhe 
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fhe fhould have found no other fupport from 
me than what compaffion, and compaftion merely, 
has a claim to; but convinced that of all ami- 
able deings fhe is the moft amiable, my 
Jaft breath fhall go out im her vindication, and 
my /aft embrace hall be bers. 


After I had written my /feemingly fevere 
letter, i which Y had taken my leave of her 
for ever, | read it to Mrs. Bowen, who not only 
approved of it, but honoured, or rather dif- 
honoured, the contents, with /uch repeated, 
and warm encomiums, that had I not found 
her out defore, her mind on ¢his occafion 
would have appeared to me in all the colour- 
ing of deformity and malice. 


If fhe ever has courage to look at her own 
true pigture in this my faithful reprefentation 


to your Grace, though fhe may perhaps un- 


blufoingly pafs over the wickednefs of her con- 
dua, yet for her folly the certainly muft feel, 
for none, except a fimpleton, but muft have 
difcovered their own detection.—She /faw me 
writing and afterwards I read to her the letter, 
which was to throw off the darling of my heart, 
to take an eternal farewel of that child, on 


whom my life bas bung from the hour of her 
birth, 
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birth, and all this without a tear of difap- 
pointment, or a figh of anguifo>s 1 am not at 
all conicious that I did not go through the 
whole tafk with exactly the fame indifference, 
as I fhould have writien a ballad or read a 
paragraph in the news papers concerning the 
national debt. It anfwered the ends I hoped 
it would ; /be thought me /ecurely fixed in her 
Trap, and fo far trom refufing me the letters 
when I afked her to let me fee them, the 
feemed concerned that fhe had not got them 
about her, offering to fend home for them 
or to go and fetch them herfelf, with as litle. 
apprehenfion as zf I had been one of her owz 
defiructive agents. I refuted to give her this 
troubie, and told her as it was fo late, to- 
morrow would do as well, in the mean time 
T would have her go home, as what mu? pats 
‘between my daughter and me, when the 
came back from the Duchefs of B Oe 
thought could afford ber no pleafure. 


ifaw fhe was rejoiced at my difmiffing her, 
for how can the affaulter of innacence meet 
its ferene unlufpecting Jooks, whilft the dag 
ger is yet in the affafin’s hand, ready tor 
further milchief, 


Bue 
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But before the could lay hold of my per- 


miffion, the knocking at the door announced 
the return of my darling , mever have I feen 
any thing like her fright and her confujion, 
fhe wanted to hide herfelf in the next draw- 
ing-room to that in which we were fitting, 
but I told her fhe had better pafs her on the 
{tairs, and borro wher chair to take her home ; 
fhe took my advice, and flew down, leaving 
the door open as fhe went out, by which 
means \ heard my beloved fay to her upon the 
{tairs, where are you going in fuch a hurry 
Mrs. Bowen? home, faid the vile woman ; 
will you be fo good as to lend me your chair ? 
—to be fure, replyed fhe; but why not ftay 
to fupper?——By this time the other was 
in the hall and called out—go up ,to your 
mother, fhe wants you. 


Having got rid of my mifchievous vilitor, 
and releafed your Grace from a very tedious, 
but a very wecefary relation, I fhall not 
trouble you with the converfation that enfued 
in our /ittle circle, compofed only of a daughter, 
a mother, and an aunt, whofe hearts were more 
clofely cemented by a éryed and well founded 
confidence in each other’s reé#itude, than by 
the vatural ties that haye united them. 


The 
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The refult of our confultation on Mrs. 
Bowen’s extraordinary embaffy from the lower 
vegions was this—I difpatched a fhort note 
to her couched in terms through which fhe 
could not fee how wel/ I knew her, and bow 
much Y defpifed her; I am forry I did not 
keep a copy but it was the thought of oné 
moment, and another carryed it from the 
Houfe.—The purport of it was, that I had 
the pleafure to affure her that my daughter 
was an angel, that the letters fhe had re- 
ceived were certainly fent with no good intent 
by fome fecret enemy, and I could not but hope 
every thing elfe had proceeded from the /ame 
fource to injure my daughter, and to impo/fe 
on ber and Mr. Bowen; that I was fure they 
mutt rejoice that I was quite fatisfied myfelf, 
and fhould wndecerve them the next morning, 
when 1 would call upon them and talk over 
the affair. 


After this letter was fent away, the fer- 
vant being told he was not. to wait for an 
an{wer, we again and again tryed to account 
for the part Mrs. Bowen was acting, and we 
had but ove opinion amonett us, that fhe was 
employed on the bufinefs by fome body, and 
that whatever was the motive, if was taken 


iy up 
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up» with. ¢go. much. violence: to-be- eafily re= 
linguifbed. 


My daughter propofed going immediately. 
to your Grace, from whom zo thought of her 
pure heart had been concealed, to, ze// you 
what. had happened, and-to. take-your direc- 
tions how we were to. proceed, fo as that we 
might detec? the confederacy which we could 
have no doubt had been formed, or was form-= 
ing againft her,—It was. then fo late, that 
with fome difficulty I diffuaded her from 
going to your Grace that night; fhe was zof 
for delaying it to the zexf morning,, till I 
told her-I fhould by #4a¢ time have got into 
my poffeffion the letters. from Mrs. Bowen, 
and that it would be-much better to lay them 
before you when fhe opened the converfation 
that had) pafled about her, between that 
woman and myfelf. | 


My. reafons. at length conquered der im-= 
patience to apply to your fatherly tendernefs 


for advice that very night. Jwnocence was 


the tranquil companion of der pillow, the 
Idea of Mrs. Bowen’s-treachery did not forfake 
me the whole night, and no fhepherd, who 
fees. the favourite lamb of his bofom in the 


wolf's 
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Wolf's gtafp, could have fuflered what I did 
at the firft approach of danger that threatened 
my darling. ) 


In: the morning General Gunning went 
outin the carfiage, and left a meflage that he 
would: fend it back by one o’clock, but to 
my moft /evere difappointment he did: wat do 
what he faid he would, and’ without the coach 
we ceuldinot’ go to Mrs. Bowen’s. 


; Ehis smemorable day, Sunday the fixth 
| of February, Mr. and Mrs. Bowen have 
_ fixed to on barter their ETERNAL SALVATION, 
but towhat end or for what reward, it is only 
_ the purchafers, and: the purcha fed, that can 
'  afeertaim;» that they bave {worn, and to 
the following. exad effect, is no myftery; 
though the cairfe and the price of their oaths 
muft remain enveloped. ——They both swarg, 
‘ that on the fixth of February infant Mufs 
i Gunning came to their lodgings, and that 
fhe there wrote iwo letters, requefting that 
they might be {hewn to me, and that thefe letters 
were inclofed and delivered to me when I called 
the fame day on Mrs, Lowen. 
F 2 Before 
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Before I account to your Grace, which I 
mean to do, in the moft unequivocal manner, 
for every hour of my daughter’s ¢éme on this 
ever to be remembered day, the fixth of 
February, I fhall requeft you, my Lord, to 
look back to the converfation of the pre- 
ceding evening, the fifth of February; i 
which converfation this Mistress Bowrn 
tells me, confidentially, that fhe has received 
two letters, one of them from Mifs Gunning, 
defiring fhe, Mrs. Bowen, would of mention 
to her mama the report that was fo much 
about town, zbat fhe was to be married to 
iL—d L——-—— and that ‘the other letter 
Mr. Bowen was requefted to copy. When thele 
letters appear, as they /ball do in their pro- 
per place, { beg your Grace will give your- 
if the trouble to compare that addrefied to 
rs. Bowen from my daughter, with what 


Mrs. Bowen averred to my fifter and myfelf, 


to be the contents of that letter; though] 
have already taken ‘fome notice of this one 


ke, I muft again point it out and re- 


peat; this letter, Mrs. Bowen verbally declared, 
requefted that fhe, Miftrefs Bowen, would not 
mention to mama the reports about town 
concerning the writer’s marriage with L—d 
L————— whereas the letter itfelf defres the 

reports 
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reports may be hinted to marna, and by thofe 
‘very kind friends them/felves.—Poor woman ! 
1 don’t fay it was not from inclination that fhe 
made this firft error. I am mylelf a witnefs 
how indefatigable the was in performing the 
duties to which the was appointed; but there 
is this to be faid in excufe for her negligence, 
when fhe fell into this ttle mifiake, that 
though guilt may not defiroy the memory it 
certainly confufes zt. 


I fhall now, my Lord Duke, account to 
your Grace for every hour of Sunday the 
fixth of February, where and with whom, 
and in what manner it was really paffed by 
my daughter; which the evidences of her 
‘attendants, during the whole of that day, 
will /ubftantiate, and of courfe invalidate the 
perjured depofitions of her father’s relatives, 
and her father’s friends the Bowens. 


I have already obferved that on the fixth 
of February, General Gunning went out in 
the carriage, leaving a meflage, that he fhould 
fend it back by one o’clock, and that to our 
great diflappointment it did not return at the 
‘time appointed.—From the hour of my 
daughter’s geting up to breakfaft, fhe did not 


Loe leave 
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Jeave the room a moment where her aunt 
and J were fitting; and about ‘half an hour 
after twelve (fhe faid) perhaps papa will not 
fend home the coach fo foon as he promifed, 
I have a mind to walk to the Duchefs of 
B when the carriage comes you may 
call for me there, we will then go to Mrs. 
Bowen’s and get the letters, I will afterwards 
tet you down and go myfelf to Areyll-Houfe. 
Fier chairmen not being in the way as they 
were accuftomed never to ‘come for orders 
*till four in the afternoon, and the weather 
being good, I made no objection to her pro- 
pofal, and attended by her own footman, 
Jobn Dean, fhe fet out on foot for Pall-Mall, 
to pay her duty to her moff dear and revered 
patroneis, from whofe affectionate heart. the 
endeavours of her eneinies have not been able 
to get her difmifled, that kind patronefs, that 


fteaay friend, to whom fhe is indebted for 


the moft honourable fupport in this time of 
her - unmerited tryals; that ¢exder protectrefs, 


_ whofe endearing attentions have ’ been, and 


fill are, her folace and her tomfort, that 
beloved benefactrefs whofe hou/e has received 
her, whofe arms have fheltered her when 
driven both from the Aou/e and arms of her 
moft UNFATHERLY futher !—This is the only 

part 
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part of my narrative on which I have fhed 
a tear—~it is the tribute of gratitude, of 
love, I had almoft faid of adoration !|——My 
darling ftayed with the Duchefs of B 
as was every morning her cuffom to do, 
about an hour and a half; and hen to prevent 
her being too much tired by walking home, 
her Grace had the goodnefs to fend her back 
in her own chair.—The firft queftion fhe 
afked, when fhe returned to us, was, if the 
coach was fenthome; I told her, no, Upon 
which fhe faid then I will take the Duchefs 
of Be *s chair, and go to Argyll-Houfe, 
for I frall not be eafy ’till I have feen she 
Duke, and told him about Mrs. Bowen’s 
bufine/s with you laft night.—Saying this fhe 
went out direfily in the Duchefs of B——’s 
chair, and was carried by her Grace’s chair- 
men to Argyll-Houfe, attended as before by 
J@hn Dean.—She was not abfent from Str, 
Jame’s-Place more than three quarters of an 
hour; I was furprifed at her coming back 
fo foon, and. fhe told mé the meffage your 
Grace had fent her by the porter, which was, 
that you could not fee her ¢hez, but defired 
fhe would come to you in the evening.— 
After fhe returned from Argyll-Houfe, fhe 
remained with her aunt and me till about 

F 4 three 
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three o’clock, when the Duchefs of B 
called for her; I faw her from the window 
go into the carriage with the Duchefs, and 
faw them drive from the door. Before fhe 
went down ftairs, fhe defired us to go to 
Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings to get the letters 
from her, and afterwards to meet the Duchefs 
and herlelf in Hyde-Park. 


I muft here objerve a circumftance which 
otberwife may be pailed over more flighily 
than it ought to be; the light wil] find its 
way through the /mallef aperture, fo will 


truth, though intangled in the labyrinths of 


deception.—Is it a very weak argument, my 
Lord Duke, of her perfec ignorance in re- 
gard to the writing or fending thefe letters 
ak Jee thould intend to go tor them herfelf, 
and with us if the carriage had been returned 
in any fort of feafon? Does it feem. Lkely 
that /be fhould have propofed being prefent 
dt my interview with thefe favages had fhe 
written .¢wo letters at zheir lodgings that 
morning, and commiffioned them to deliver 
impoffible! tuppofing I 
could not han accounted for every hour of 
her time on the fixth day of February which 
might have hn the cafe, but which, Ged 
be 
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be praifed, \ can account for, even then, if it 
had {0 happened, \ fhould have afked your, 
Grace the fame queftion which I have zow 
the honour of putting to you.—Was it pro- 
bable this fhould have been the cafe 
after 1 had explained the whole of Mrs. 
Bowen’s ¢reachery on the preceding evening, 
of which nothing was concealed, becaufe I 
chofe my daughter fhould /ee-her enemy as 
I had feen her, \ had therefore drawn her in 
the fame colouring as fhe appeared to me, 
like a venomous ierpent, whote siffes were 
alarming, and in whole touch was defiruction. 
—-Knowing this, would fhe have gone to 
their lodgings the very next morning, have 
written letters there and confided the convey- 
ance of them to Bowen and his wife, making 
them of contequence, and putting herfelf 
more’ than ever in their power? this would 
have been an act of folly, for which nothing 
but the moff confummate ftate of idioti/m 
could be accountable; but fuppofe her that 
idiot that fhe did go, that fhe did write, that 
fhe did confide in them, they muft furely be- 
fides their other good offices have affifted 
her in framing thofe very letters, decaufe the 
evening betore, Mrs. Bowen had rehear/fed the 
contents of them to me and very exactly, one 
fmall miftake excepted; which /mall miftake 
I have 
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I shave before pointed out to your Grace,—- 
Indeed, my Lord Duke, -¢hefe abfurdities 
are too too glaring, and the falfeboods too 
grofs to be digefted.or even {wallowed unlefs 
bya certain fet who from views of intereft, 
jealouly, revenge, ENvy, or any other .maf- 
culine or feminine paffion of that defcription, 
have erotically united themfelves an one 
body to defray a poor little girl, the zenocence- 
of whofe eart, and the rectitude of whole 
actions, ate unfortunately a dative upon their 
own.—I am only eritically juft, I glance 
euly on thofe characters, where the edium of 
oullt mufi at laf fall, I mean not to fpend 
my boueft indignation in exprefions merely, but 
to touch the adamantine hearts, if it be poffible, 
of that certain combined bof, that has de- 
a 


ighted to. opprefs me with every fort of 


affiction, the aot dificult to be fupported. 


Again I return, my Lord, to the morn- 
ing, or rather afternoon, of the. 6th of 
February; for it was three o’clock when my 
daughter drove from the door with. the 
Duchefs of .B ,» and in. her’ Grace’s 
chariot. They had been gone from St, 
James’s-Place but a very few minutes when 
my own coach came back, after having at- 

| tended 
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tended General Gunning the whole mornings 
my fifter and I loft no time in going to Mrs. 
Bowen’s, and the fervant maid, who’ came 
to the door, gave into my hand a packet 
with her miftrefs’s compliments, and was forry 
fhe could not be at home to receive me. I 
faid it was very well, and ordered the fervant 
to go.on, Iwas not long in opening this 
curious packet the contents of which I fhall 
lay before your Grace, 


On the envelope, and without a date, I ; 
was thus addreffed by Mirs. Bowen. 


For your fatisfattion my D* Mrs, 
G I enclofe you what gave room to 
my fufpicions concerning ‘my coufin. 
Being engaged to fpend the day with Lady 
Stanton fhe has called to take me out. 2 


Your’s fincerely (figned) L. Bowen. 


, My comment on the above note or letter 
will be but ‘a fhort one, that what fhe had 
fworn toas fads on Saturday night, or Sunday 
morning, were dwindled into fufpicions. 


Enclofed 
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Enclofed letter the firft, 


Superfcribed to Mrs. Bowen. 


Tuefday 
Dear Mrs Bowen. 


AS you feem to be in the confidence 
of Mama I think it right to tell you that you 
may hint to her that my affections are en- 
eased tomy C nL—d bl and that 
} am not to be married to L—d B———— as 
fhe feems to think; will you be fo good to 
get the enclofed copyed for me? 


A ffectionately yours, 


(Signed) E. Gunning. 


Odbfervation on the above; the names of 
both parties are at length in the original, 
your Grace will know how to fill up the 
blanks I have left for theni in the copy: 
There is this /z#/e commiffion in the fpelling 
the frft name only one /mall letter more than 
the name requires to be fpelt with, which 
muft have been particularly negligent in my 
daughter to have added, as fhe certainly has 
written the name too often for'ignorance to 
have afforded er any fhelter. 


Letter 


A oD 


Letter the fecond, enclofed in letter the firft, 
to be copied by Mrs. Bowen, written ona 
half fheet of paper, without date or direction, — 


' SIRS 


I muft fay I wifh you and your 
daughter had known your own minds fooner 
in refpect to my fon. 

J am your moft 
_ Obedient 


Signed at length 
but the name mil-fpelt. 


Se STE) 


When to the fcore of premeditated cold- 
hearted determined’ villainy js added the vatt 
{ums of folly, Jeyond all calculation, that have 
been expended to /upport that unfathomable 
villainy, how will the perpetrators of it fhrink 
into themfelves when they fee not only their 
hearts but their beads \aid open to, public in- 
fpettion! 


Having perufed more than once thofe not- 
able forgeries in our way to the Park, re- 
joicing to have got them into our pofleffion, 
we foon came up with the Duchels of B , 
and both our carriages {topped within a 

6 ipeake 
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a {peaking diftance. Have you got 
the letters, Mamma? faid my ferene angel: 

~T have, my love, replied I, holding then 
up, and you have gained avictory ; I thoughithen . 
asI /poke; I was by much ¢oo fanguine, thevzc- 
tory yet remains to be gained, but that pro- 
vidence, which has fupported us in the moff 
trying of our calamities, will, I have not a 
doubt, condué us through them, with honour 
and with /afety—— There were many coaches 
in the drive, for which reafon I would not 
give her the letters there, but we followed 
them out of the park, and her Grace’s car- 
tiage ftopped at the top of Arlington-ftreet, 
when the alledged writer of the moff incorri- 
cible nonfenfe than ever iffued from the pen 
of an idiot, being zmpatient to fee her reputed 
performances, fent one of the Duchefs’s'fer- 
vants for the letters, which having been de- 
livered to her we parted; fe to. make vifits 
with her Grace, and we came home; where 
the Duchefs of B fat her down about 
five o’clock ; avd for the remainder of that day, 
beine the fxtbh of february, we were no more | 
feparated, nor till we took leave of each other 
forthenight, at the door of our retpective cham- 
bers,———I beg to refer your Grace for our fur- 
ther proceedings on the fixth of February to page 


4 the 


she 2d and; 3d. of this letter, My daugtiter 
was, with) me in the carriage when I called 
at your Grace’s door that. evening, Ove 
thing, 1 mu? obferve, that on this night 
General Gunning did not fleep at home, bur 
breakfafted with his family the next morning, 
a thing very unufual. 


Monday, the feventhof February, I wrote 
‘a note to Mrs. Bowen, and becaufe fhe might 
not dey that fhe had received it; I carriéd 
it myfelf. I did not enquire when I {topped 
at’ her doorif fle was.at-home, but gave it 
into her maid's hand, as aifo a pair of gloves 
and fome mufic fhe had left on Saturday even-— 
ing in St. James’s-Place; the fervant, without 
my being at the trouble of afking aay queftion, 
told me her matter’ and miftrefs were at din-: 
ner; they might have /pared this meffage, ¥ 
fhould of have broke in-upon their domeffic 
felicity; how fearful is guilt! it flarts at its 
own fhadow! yet, if innocence was only to be 
exprefed by the-contrary extreme of conjidence, 
furely finee that morning Mr. and Mrs. Bowen 
muft have wafhed aif their black deeds white, 
having, with even more than their ow affur. 
ance, many days after I removed from Pall. 
Mall to my prefent lodgings in St. James’s. 
itreeg, 
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ftreet, not only offered but even exerted them- 
felves to force upon us the honour of a vifit 
from them; the confequences of which I fhall 
reprefent to your Grace before I conclude my 
fetter —-—~ I fhall here infert the copy of 
that note, which I left with Mrs. Bowen’s 
fervant. | 


Dire¢cted to Mrs. Bowen. 


Mrs. and Mifs Gunning prefent their com- 
pliments to Mrs. Bowen, and as they can 
never have an opportunity of thanking her in 
perfon for putting into ¢heir poffeffion the 
two black forged letters, one fuppofed to be 
written by the —-— of - to Gene- 
ral Gunning, the other as falfely. afcribed 
to Mifs Gunning addreffed to Mrs. Bowen, 
they take this method to fay how very fenfible 
they are of the good offices intended them. 
Mrs. Gunning begs Mrs. Bowen to recollect 
what fhe told her on Saturday night, and the 
folemn affeverations by which Mrs. Bowen 
attefted the truth of her intelligence, having 
done this, fhe would then recommend to Mrs, 
Bowen’s ferious perufal the pfalms for this day, 
as their language cannot be mifinterpreted. 


Ms, 


( (otras) 
teemme—lVirs. Gunning defires her Opera Airs 
may be returned. 
St. James’s-Place, 
Feb, 7th, 1791. 


As I am zow going to drop the curtain, 
that will for a certain time exclude from your 
Grace’s view, and a//fo from the {cene of ac- 
tion, two performers, who however difpofed 
for the aéive and bu/y characters, appointed to 
them by the manager or managers, mutt now 
have convinced the audience by their d/ua- 
dering and diftortions, how unfit they were to 
fufiain their part with credit to the managers 
or themfelves ; and before I again expofe them 
on my “ztle ftage, I fhall addrefs one ferious 
gueftion to your Grace, defeeching you to give 
it a clofe examination.— I apply it to you, 
my Lord Duke, fr, as a man of ftrong 
judgement and of cool reafoning— fecondly, 
as a militay officer, whofe character is an honour 
to the profefion ; and thirdly, I afk your de- 
cifion of it asa father. 


To make myfelf clearly underftood T fhall 
bring this queftion forward, cloathed in a fort 
of form that may enable it to difcover its own 
meaning, and to receive its ows fentence, with- 
out my further interference. 


G Here 
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Here is an officer of birth, of character, atid 
of rank in the army, whofe conduct in America 
has marked him as by no means deficient in 
valour, who has been married wearly twenty- 
three years, twenty-two of which his wife to 
this hour looks back upon with regret, as ha- 
ving drawn off a// her happinefs, and left her 
nothing dut the bitter dregs of forrow and afflte- 
tion.— This General officer is poffeffed of one 
only child, “who to an underftanding that 
would not difgrace more advanced age, than that 
fhe is yet arrived to, unites a heart, in which 
has conftantly refided every feminine virtue, that 
gives to her fex the appellation of, pleafing or 
amiable; where the /pirit of coquetry, or the 
defign of enfnaring, have never entered, where 
nature has alone governed, and from which 
every fpecies, of art has been excluded.— 
Here is alfo an officer, but a reduced one, a 
Captain upon. half-pay, who has connected 
himfelf by a@ clandeftine marriage with the 
General’s family ; both the officer and his wife 
are received by the mother of this amiable 
and only child, wot with civility merely, but 
are diftinguifhed by every mark of regard 
and kindnefs that it is in ber power to beftow 
upon them; appearances are in. their favour, 
and their hearts feem to have no exprefiion 

more 
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more frrong than’that of gratitude. This off- 
cer looks up for interef and expects it to 
come from his coufin, the General, who has a 
vesiment: he vifits at the General’s houfe, 


dines and fups at the General’s table, and). 
pays that fort of attention which is called 


court, to ingratiate himfelf with Ais patron in 
Embrio.— Suddenly, and without having re- 


ceived offence of any kind whatever from thé 


deftined vitim, from her mother, or‘any part! 
of her family, he /feals upon them un/ufpec- 
edly, and under the mafk of friendip buries 
the concealed dagger in the very beart of in- 
nocence, matking it with a thoufand gafbes, to 
deface, if that were poffble, the brightnefs of 
its vilage, he forgets in the moment of aflaffi- 
nation, that zwzocence is immortal :—The father 
of this only darling child is a man of valour, 
but the affafin fears him xot.— This only 
darling child is falfely diferaced, and her father 
himfelf pronounces with his ows lips the fene 
tence of her banifhment from his houfe and from 
bis proteciion.— The bands of relation/bip are 
by thefe very means drawn fighter, and the 
union more clofely cemented, betweén the Ge- 
neral, who has a Regiment, and the reduced 
Captain who wants a Company.— The father 
calls the Captain his honourable friend, who 
G 2: has 
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has found out and difcovered to him a flaw in 
his daughter’s reputation, and holds him up as 
another Scipio; himfelf a Roman father; he 
miftakes the charaéter, Virginius did’ not faftex 
difgrace on the fame of his daugher; fhe too 
was an only child; he ftabbed her to prevent 
her deing difgraced: This Paragon of juftice 
hugs his honourable coufin, whillt the Captain, 
to fhew his sumble gratitude, affociates with 
his patron’s own groom, a frable keeper, two 
hoftlers, a french footman, and an ILrifh cham- 
ber-maid, to purfue with ea/y affidavits that 
gnnocence which he had before vainly endea- 
voured to deftroy. 


Thus, my Lord Duke, ftands before your 
Grace my queftion in its true and unqueftion- 
able fhape, make the application, and let 
your own heart announce judgement. 


Tuefday the 8th of February, when we 
came down to breakfaft, we found lying on 


the table the following anonymous letter thus 
directed, 


Mifs 
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Mifs MINIFIE, 
General Gunning’s St. James Place. 
Thefe are the contents, but without a date. 


MADAM, | 
The refpect I feel for the character 
of Mrs. G as well as yourfelf makes 
me very fincerely feel for both. Why two 
perfons fo nearly concerned fhould be laft 
undeceived appears to me extraordinary-—Give 
yourfelves but the trouble to enquire and all 
myfteries will ceafe—Apply perfonally to the 
Duchefs of B you certainly may rely on 
her. A Sincere Friend. 


P. S. Don’t be apprehenfive of any duel» 
none is likely to take place. 


Obferve, if you pleafe, my Lord, the 
remarks that I am about to make on the 
above letter of our very Sincere Friend.— 
St. James Place on the direction is exactly 
the fame as it is fpelt on the direction of that 
letter delivered by General Gunning’s groom, 
and /uppofed to come from the D———of —— 
and which gave me the jiv/t fufpicion of its 
haying been opened, re-directed, and re- 
G 3 fealed, 
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fealed,. by fomebody, with fome evs) defign; 
—Itis likewife fpelt in the fame way with 
the ¢hreatning letter my daughter received 
many months ago, avd as the day after my 
fitter got this anonymous letter, General Gun- 
ning bimfelf told her Captain Rowen was the 
writer of it; avd as it was wot in ‘his own but 
a difeuifed hand, I cannot but think it argues 
mucho in favour of his being mafter of many 
hands, avd that he may have had no fmal/ 
fhare in a// the other forged letters :—- what 
can Captain Bowen, or whoever elfe is the 
fabricator of the letter, which is now the 
fabject of my obfervations, poffibly mean by 
defiring us to apply perfonally to the Du- 
chefs of B———, and by faying that all 
myfteries would then ceafe? it rather feems 
to increafe than diminifh the number ot them; 
the Duchefs of B- - could not underftand 
the machinations of Captain Bowen and his 
affociates, there is no fimilarity whatever 
in the Janguage of ber heart and their hearts. 


I perfetly underftand his iat about the 
duel, and fo will you my Lord; there 1s xo 
occafion for its being publickly explained. I 
fhould' hope what I have already faid, and 
what | have fill to fay, may fuflice to con~ 

vince 
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vince your Grace how much you have been 
mifled, and how feverely, how very feverely 
qe have been the /ufferers. I fhould be ex- 
tremely forry to be forced upon {till plainer 
language and plainer truths; but /be who can 
give up a once beloved hufband to fave her 
child from a fate more dreadful than a mar- 
tyrdom of torture, to {natch her fame, pure 
and unfullied from the hands of fratagem 
and cruelty, fuch a mother cannot be expected 
to ftop foort of her defigns, becaufe other fa~ 
crifices of much lefs confequence are neceffary 
to be made to the ju and good work fhe has 
undertaken, and which fhe 1s determined to 
purfue. Ihave never had but this ove occa- 
fion on which I could exert myfelf as. 1 have 
now done. 1 will not mifname the fentiment 
that actuates me, it is not /fubbornne/s, it is 
not fel/f-will, it deferves the appellations of 
yefolution and of firmnefs; on the contrary, 
with what fatisfaétion, with what Foy, thall 
I Jay down the arms xeceffity has forced me 
to take up, in the caufe of defencelefs, mo/t 
wronged, and mot opprefied znnocence.— 
Revenge is not the inffigator of my purpole; 
I do not even defire that the punifhment her 
affafins have fo well earned fhould fall upon 
them, but that fpotle/s honour, fo cruelly 
G4 mangled, 
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mangled, {o inhumanly butchered, /hall be beal- 
ed, and that character, fo meanly pilfered from 
her, /hall be reftored, even at the price of 
names and circumftances 1 now wifh to con- 
ceal. Indeed, my Lord, I cannot, I do not 
for a moment, fuffer myfelf to clafs you in 
the catalogue of her wicked purfuers; help me 
therefore to detect them; Jeave their punifh- 
ment to the Almighty, but force them to 
reftore what they have taken from us; we 
afk but for our own, that alone will make us 
fufficiently rich,—There is a glorious poverty 
and there is a poverty iguoble.—The lofs of 
fortune in fuch a caufe as this is glorious.— 
But to remain the /port of malice, the food 
of fcandal, to fet tamely down and fubmit to 
appear poor and deficient in fuch treafures. as 
belong to the foul, in which we know our 
own riches, would be wor/e than the mifer, 
who permits himfelf to farve in the midft of 
plenty. It would be more, it would be conz- 
temptible, it would be the very eflence of 
the pooreft poverty.— 


I feel my fubject, it zmpreffes me to pro- 
nounce upon it with exergy unequivocal.—- 
Iam zear that period of my letter, which will 
open to your Grace a fcene of diftreffes and of 
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cruelties, fuch as Nero himfelf, that great 
mafter in the art of tormenting, would not 
think a difgrace to his ¢alents, had be been 
their reputed inftigator, 


Why have the combined plotters, for none 
but the fools of mifchief would have fo meanly 
employed themfelves, amongft their other 
ridiculous infertions in the news-papers ac- 
cufed me of Novel writing; particularly 
of a book called Waltham-Abbey ; which is 
made up they fay of tricks, of firatagem, and 
of forged letters. 1 muft affure them their 
miftake is a very palpable one, for thouch to 
have been the author of ¢hat book might 
poffibly have done honour to my genius; 
yet, as I never have feen fuch a book, or 
ever before heard their was fuch a book’ 
written, 1 cannot without great injuftice, and 
greater prefumption, lay any claim to the 
credit of being its writer, 


~T thall not difmifs, fince I have entered 
upon it, the fubject of mews-papers,. with- 
out informing your Grace that I have expe- 
rienced from the conduéfors of feveral daily 
prints the moft beral, and the moft gentle- 
_ goanly behaviour, They have not only waited 
upon 
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upon me, and with all the humanity of 
good, and all the candour of honeff men, 
exprefled ¢heir regrets that the papers sbey 
fent into the world fhould be profiituted to 
the purpofe of throwing’ wnmerited ftains on 
the fame of my daughter; and, perhaps, 
excited to it by feeing before them the 
interefting object of the enemies attacks, un- 
burt, and even fmiling under the preffure of 
malevolence, they offered each, and feparately, 
to fhew me every thing againft her that might 
in future be fent to them Jefore it was inferted, 
with the. liberty of adding ¢o or taking from 
fuch articles whatever I thought proper; 
they even affured me they fhould be intzrely 
fupprefed i I commanded it to be fol 
fhall ever feel the fame fentiments as I did 
at the immediate moment, when I received 
fo manly a.proof of conceffion from thofe 
gentlemen, whofe good mature and candour 
gratified and pleafed me—Nor did I make 
a felfifh wife of their indulgence. I told them, 
and it was from the very truth of my eart 
that I {poke it, ¢heir intereft in the fale of 
the paper being concerned, 1 muft at the 
fame time, that I thanked them for their 
politenefs, reject their qwe//-intended propofal ; 
that even could I have accepted it without 

I injuring 
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injuring them, I had \amothér reafon that 
would have prevented me from accepting it ; 
that nothing had ever been inferted through 
the whole affair by myfelf, dy any part of 
my family, or by any perfon or means what- 
ever known to us, or at leat that we knew. 
It, my Lord, you are convinced, if my injured 
Innocent lamb is reconciled to your good 
opinion gud your affections, the will be now 
dearer to your heart than ever, in proportion 
as fhe has fuffered from the fal/e impreffions 
you have fo fatally imbibed; convifion mutt 
follow the truths T have laid before you, 
and then you will not only underftand what 
have been my feelings at every inftance of 
friendfhip or humanity fhewn to me on this 
occafion, but your Grace will alfo partake of 
them with me, 


My foul is fenfible of an almof uncon- 
querable repugnance to enter on the events 
of Wednefday the gth day of February, 
marked down on the calander of time as more 
fatal to domeftick happinefs, and more deffruc- 
tive of natural affection, than any era that has 
gone before it. I even ¢remble with horror 
when I reflect on the irrefftible power that 
aow bids me retrace them on paper ; although 
from 


ie. 
from my mind, whiltt I have fe and recol- 
leétion, they never never will be erafed.— 
I have but few circumftances to add to the 
preceding Tuelday the 8th of February, on 
that day your Grace faw this darling facrifice. 
When in the morning fhe. was taken to 
Aroyll-Houle by her . 1 fhould die in 
this part of my narrative to call him her 
F s all was shen, at leaft in appearance, 
as it wfed to bes fhe did not fee you but in 
the prefence of General Gunning; but you 
received her with your accuftomed tendernefs. 
Surely, my Lord Duke, you would not have 
fo il] beftowed thofe tokens of your goodne/s, 
had your mind then been tainted with the 
poifon of fufpicion,; but (at what #nbappy 
mament it afterwards took effect, or by what 
witchcraft 1 know not, it is eo much for me 
to know,) from that moment I date a 


fucceffion of miferies, perhaps more acute than 


even the male and female artificers who worked 
them into this form could, in the moff fan- 
enine of their hopes, have fuppofed or ex- 
petted! On the evening of the fame day my 
daughter went to Pall-Mall, and her dear. 
maternal friend, the Ducheis of B-— a 
thinking her cough much increafed, was 
very uneafy, and fent her home early; whew 


full 


De 
full of the tendereft avxiety for the prefer. 
vation of her health, her Grace fent a note 
to her own phyfician to requeft he would 
lofe no time in going to St. James’s-Place, 
and prefcribing for her, and Dodlor H : 
had the goodneis to come to us foon after, 
Any elogium from me on this gentleman’s 
fkill or humanity would be arrogatine to 
myfelf a knowledge, which mutt be univer- 
fally anderftood wherever he vifits; I have 
great obligations both to him and to Mr, 
Aa for their attention to my daughter, 
during the fevere indifpofition that was the 
companion of her o¢ber misfortune; and, if 
your Grace fhould ftill be interefted in her 
prefervation, you will ot think me imperti- 
nent that I trouble you on the fubject of my 
acknowledgements to them. 


Tam at laft arrived to that part of my 
letter, which /7ke death has ever been in my 
view, and like death, though protracted, 
will wot be put off.—I compare myfelf in my 
prefent undertaking to fome miferable crea- 
ture whofe houfe is in flames, and who has 
no way to efcape but by'the dangerous ex- 
pedient of throwing himfelf off from the 
very top of it; neither have I. any way of 
re{loring 
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reftoring my daughter’s reputation anblemifbed 
to your Grace and to the world, before whom 
1 fhe has been publickly difgraced, but by 
giving up the cruel authors and contrivers of 
her difgrace; one of which, if it bad been 
poffible, I would have icreened, but that oné 
has put it out of my power by his own bardi- 
nefs and inflexibility; I have no path to chufe 
between the two misfortunes; I therefore 
fhall keep in that of truth, which, though 
difficult, is firaight, and through which God 
and my confcience will conduct me. 


Terrifick is the picture I am forced to’ ex- 
hibit, ic muft be a mere body zudeed who can 
look upon it unmoved, the defigners and exe- 
cutors of it excepted; a foul wil] be difco- 
vered in every fpectator, and nota wound 
fhall I inflict by /ympathy or compaffion, but 
will fharpen every pang of my /e/4/o forrow. 
I might, my Lord Duke, in fome 
fmall degree have fpared your heart and my 
own by holding up this picture of horrors in 
alishtas /ittle confpicuous as fruth woul 
have’ permitted me to do, ut underftanding 
that General Gunning has thought it proper 
to deny his having turned my darling from 
his houfe, and on the contrary avows on 

every 
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every occafion that fre left it voluntarily, 1 
am compelled to bring it forward to the light, 
fuch as it really 1s; without concealment and 
without exaggeration, this new affertion im- 
pofes on me additional duties, it faftens on 
me the neceffity of expunging it, for if fuffered 


to remain, though every thine e//e were done 
away, the would not be that faultle/fs daughs 
ter, and that perfec? being whieh I know. her’ 


to be, and for which I pledge my expecta- 


tions of all comforts in ¢his world, and all 


my hopes of happine/s in the next. 


As I mean not to apply to report, or to 
any third perfon by hear-fay, for the explana- 
tion of faéis, which are to be clearly fub- 
ftantiated, avd as General Gunning did zo 
deliver his accufations, or his mandate, for. 
ber departure from his houfe, either to my 
daughter or to myfelf perfonally, but to my 
fifter, to her therefore I now refign. my :pen, 
_ that /be may give the exaé? words that pafled 
between General Gunning: and herielf On 
that occafion. 
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My Lorp Duxz, 


i I have the honour to lay before your 
Grace at the requeft of my fifter Gunning, 

; the following particulars of the converfation 
i that pafied “between General Gunning and 
| myfelf, on the oth of February, ref pecting my 
niece Mifs Gunning, and which 1 fhall be 
ready to affirm at any time, or in any man- 
ner, your Grace fhall think proper to require 
from me fuch confirmation. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Grace’s obedient fervant, 
M. Minirie. 


Wednefday, Feb. 9. General Gunning call- 
ed me into his dreffing-room, I was at the 
time going to him, to tell him that Mifs 
Gunning had been ill the evening before, and 
that Dr. H had been with her at the 
Duchefs of B -’s requeft, which before 
he fpoke to me I informed him of, but how 
was I fhocked to hear him fay, that he was 
not in the leaft furprized at it as fhe had 
fuch a load of guilt on her mind; that fhe 
had forged a letter from the D—— of 
~————--, and alfo thofe fuppofed to have 

been 
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been written by L—d B ——, that fhe pre- 
vented his, General Gunning’s, groom from 
going to B——-—-m, and _ had given him the 
letters which he was to fay he had brought 


from the D— of — - Lafked him how 
it was poffible tor her to get the feals of the 
D— of ————-,. and of L—d B— “ 


his anfwer was, fhe had feals of all kinds, 
and that the had been at Captain Bowen’s 
lodgings, on Sunday morning the 6th, \be- 
fore they gave up the two letters to Mrs. 
Gunning; I told him thofe letters were not 
written in Milfs Gunning’s hand; his reply 
was, fhe could write all forts of hands; I 
then told him that I had an anonymous let- 
ter yefterday morning ; he faid he knew that 
1 had had one, and that it came from Captain 
Bowen; which letter, my Lord, Mrs. Gun- 
ning has inferted; he faid, if I would take 
her keys I (hould find in her box the copies 
of thofe very letters; that he did not lke 
to {peak to Mrs. Gunning upon the fub- 
jet as they were on bad terms: I did go 
up as he defired me; fhocked to be fure 
fhe was at the falichoods her father had al- 
ledged againft her, but con{cious innocence 
did not fuffer her to be diicompofed; fhe 
gave me her keys and I opened her box, in 
which 


(eo) 
which there was no paper or letters, but 
fuch as came from your Grace’s family; I 
1 went again to General Gunning and told 
him there were no fuch copies as he men- 
i tioned; then, faid he, fhe muft have burnt 
| them. I told him the was as innocent as 
an angel, and that fhe was determined to 
vindicate herfelf; his reply was, that fhe 
would then be ruined for ever, for that if 
fhe did the D— of — would profecute 
her and lay herin prifon for life; that the 
only thing fhe had to do was, to go into 
the country, or leave England; I replyed, 
fhe would do neither, that fhe was deter- 
mined to clear her innocence; he faid that 
was impoffible, and bid me to watch her, 
for otherwife as foon as fhe felt the weight 
of her guilt fhe would deftroy herfelf; I had 
not patience to hear more, and left the 
room. 


About an hour afterwards, the General went 
out in the coach, and in another hour he 
ftopped again at the door in his. carriage, 
and fent up for me; he then beckoned me 
to come into the coach, which I did; tell 
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my daughter, faid he, not to go to Argyll- 
houfe, for if fhe attempts it, fhe will not be 

let in; he again told me fhe muft go into the 
country or leave England, and I again re- 
peated fhe would do neither, but would ftay 
and vindicate herlelf, then, faid he, fhe muft 
quit my houfe. I left the carriage immedi- 
ately, he called after me, and told me to 
tell her every thing he had faid: I replyed 

I certainly would; and fo ended all that I 
can recollect of the converiation. There 
was nothing in General Gunning’s appearance 
or in his words that {poke him “grieved when 
he bid me ‘to tell his daughter to leave his 
houfe. | 


The tafk, my Lord, again devolves on 
me, to purfue the detail of mz/eradle Wednet- 
day, and many fucceeding days of d/ack 
complectioned forrows—I fhall not now re- 
quire the aid of any pen but my own, becaufe 
I have been the witnefs of every fcene ex- 
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cept that repeated by my fifter and of 
which fhe only could give an exaé relation.— 
The approaches of honour are awful, her fleps 
are marked with frmuefs, and her counte- 
nance is {tained with no reflection of /hame 
when her enemies ftand forth her accufers.— 
not like her wnfhaken conftancy is the ef- 
frontery of guilt; there is nothing awful in 
her affected parade, every wnfteady ftep the 
takes betrays her character however dif- 
guifed ; and though fhe may fome times and 
for fome purpofes attempt to pafs herfelf on 
others as the friend of honour, yet, rather 
than meet her face to face, fhe will wrap 
herfelf up in her ews confufion, and fculk 
behind her ow treafon.—This obfervation, 
my Lord, is not intended as the embellifber 
of Faéts, but to convey them to your Grace 
with more decency of exprefion than I could 
do by giving the plain and undifguifed reafon 
why, on the day my beloved child was 
turned from her natural home, General 
Gunning ftrenuoufly avoided the fight of her 
and of myfelf. My fimile is tantamount to 
every thing that can be faid on that fubject. 


1 was’ 
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I was fitting by the bedfide of my dear 
injured innocent, and holding one of her 
hands between mine,. when her aunt came 
up into the room witha face paler than athes, 
and agitated beyond all defcription, though 
the evidently endeavoured to conceal it—what’s 
the matter with you Auntce Peg (a name 
which from infancy fhe has always called her 
by) what makes you put on fuch a long 
face? afked the angel. I faid nothing, due 
my heart was not the /e/s alarmed—my love, 
replyed her aunt I have had a very exira- 
ordinary converfation with your father; and 
then with all the tendernefs, and all the cau- 
tion, that could be obferved on /uch an occa- 
fion, fhe broke to us the fal/e accufations, 
and the cruel mof cruel meflages that ac- 
companied them———paufe here! my Lord, 
and acknowledge the powers of innocence ; 
for had a fingle particle of guilt been at this 
moment the inmate of ber bofom or my own, 
fuch a fentence of infamy and banifbment pro- 
nounced from the lips of a father and a 
husband, mutt have deffroyed our faculties, if 
not ended our exiftence; the blow was 
fudden, and our perfe& innocence made it 
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the more unexpected, of courfe we were the 
Jefs prepared for its reception ; yet our facul- 


ties were not annibilated, nor were we crufbed 
beneath its ruinous preffure. 


Ferefore, when jiéfion has guided my. pen, 
my heart has been foftened by compaffion, and 
my tears have flowed over diftrefles of my ows 
creating; but Nature has appointed me to atafk 
which Iam totally incapable of performing— 
as a mother I cannot hold ser pencil—the 
colours alone blind me, to lay them ox is impof: 
fible! oxeexpreffion, though I de in the repetition 
of it fhall not be withheld, and may it touch 
with agonizing repentance the heart of him to 
whom it was addrefled—‘*O! papa! papa! 
is it you who faljely accufe me?”—and to her 
own keaven her eyes were directed, /treaming 
with the éz/ter tears of anguifh—A good God 
protected me—at ¢hat moment a vow iffued 
from my eart which my judgement has fince 
confirmed, and this letter 1 am now writing will 
only ferve to /how with what /readfafine/s 1 am 
determined to perfevere till the whole meaning 
of that vow is unequivocally and fully per» 
formed. 


Phe 
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The letters mentioned by my fifter, which 
were found inthe box of the dear injured 
innecent Martyr, belonging folely, my Lord 
Duke, to your Grace’s family, and written to 
her on a certain fubject, perhaps was you to 
fee them, you would have wi/bed me to fupprefs 
them—ZT have done it—had I experienced the 
fame candour from others, which has marked 
my conduc to them, how different would 
have been my fate; I should have then 
nothing to complain of. I /corn a mean. 
action, or to tread in an éztricate path though 
it fhould lead me to a throne—fome of the 
myfteries that invelope me, I fhould be much 
obliged to your Grace if you would have the 
goodnefs to explain. It is only from yourfelf 
I hope for an explanation or expe? it; why 
were the affectionate letters /uppofed to be 
written by L—d B to my daughter, 
and which fhe was afterwards honoured with 
the reputation of being the inventor and 
the writer of, why were they never permitted 
to be in her own poffeffion, or even-in her 
hand bute once, and that for no longer 
time than fhe could give them a curfory 
reading ? how happens it that the four dif- 

H 4 ferent 
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ferent Expreffes your Grace fent to L—d 

i: B- fhould ail be under the manage- 
! ment of my daughter, who mever faw the 
i affectionate letter fo flattering to herfelf, and 
fuppofed to be written by L—d B til] 
your Grace fhewed it to her at Argyll-Houfe ? 
were they not, my Lord, ai/ your own do- 
mefticks, and fent by your own commands 
to L—d B———— ? How comes it then that 
fhe has any fhare in changing or altering thofe 
letters? furely er treafures muft be inex- 
bauftible, that fhe fhould be able to command 
your Grace’s fervants, as well as thofe of Ge- 
neral Gunning; aud her capacity for intrigue 
and management muft have been very much 
{uperior to any thing that has ever gone before 
her! Why, my Lord, are not the letters 
and copies of letters, that in the Fulleft con- 
fidence of my heart I had the honour, at 
your ows requeit, to convey to your hands, 
why are the letters ¢o and from my daughter, 
even to the fmalleft of her notes, why is a 
letter from L—d B to a lady, whom 
neither your Grace’s family or my own has 
the Lonour to be connected: with, why are 
they not a// returned? General Gunning can 
have 
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have wo intereft in any thing that concerns my- 
felf or my daughter. The gth of February 
faw us feparated for ever and for ever. It is 
moft certain that I was not commanded to leave 
his houfe on ¢hat day, the General is foo 
cood a manager of his fortune, and has earned 
that fortune by toe many /facrifices, to have 
given me aclaim, by the Jaws of my country, 
to any part of it. No, to do him ju/fice, the 
act of leaving his houfe was entirely my owz, 
and if by having done fo I fhould lay myfelf 
under the cen/ure of folly, 1 have only this to 
fay in my defence, that I rather chofe to fol- 
low an Ancen-than to remain with the very 
reverfe of an ANGEL, 


Nothing that J can fay of General Gun- 
ning’s prudence and economy, in regatd to 
money matters, which are wow in a more 
flourifbing ftare than at any time fince I have 
had the honour of being numbered in his 
houfehold fuite, can be fet down to the fcore 
of flattery; who will not fufpect me of even 
exageeration in this particular, and, moft 


diftincuifhed of a// his merits, when I affure’ 


your Grace that, at the moment he divefted 
himfelf 
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himfelf of fo heavy an incumbrance as the 
maintenance of a wife and a daughter, he 
loft nothing but their duty, their Jove, and 
their good opinion; on the fcore of money 
he was a gainer; for, with uncommon addre/s, 
by borrowing, that fame week, from the 
narrow purfe of his generous wn/u/pecting 
daughter, the whole of her little ftock, the 
firft loan five guineas, the laft a bank note 
value twenty pounds, he contrived to dif- 
mifs them with ove fingle folitary guinea 
between them both; my fitter was not guize fa 
ill provided, and, like the Children of Ifrael, 
in more re[petis than one, we had no separate 
intereft, and the means of one became the 
means of all. The next day, indeed, General 
Gunning was fo very humane as not only 
to fend me a fifty pound bank note, but a//e 
3 letter containing his moft friendly advice, 
that we fhould go and /eééle in Italy ; had I 
condefcended to have made aay aniwer to this 
advice, it fhould have been only im thefe 
words—** THE WICKED FLEETH WHEN NO 


MAN PURSUETH BUT THE RIGHTEQUS IS A§ 
BOLD AS A LION.” 


Although 
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Although I have fuppreffed ten thoufand 
times more than I have expreffed, yet 1 be- 
lieve I have faid enough to make your Grace 
fuppofe, 1 fhould not think it an augmentation 
of my misfortunes to refign to the principal 
authour of them; if it was in my power, the 
honour of his zame, and the title of his wife, 
the power of commencing /uch an adtion, 
and the proofs to fupport it I am poffefled of, 
but 1 am not poffeffed of the ea/t inclination 
or intention to take advantage of thofe proofs; 
and ¥ will Zone/tly tell your Grace the reafon, for 
my otherwife unaccountable \enity ; truth has 


been declared a /ide/, and as it is zo¢ impoffible, | 


but before my vow is fully accomplifhed, I 
may be forced to enter on circum/tances where 
I fhall hold it neceffary to fpeak very plain 
truths, then I may find it rather more con- 
venient to be a married than a fingle woman ; 
it is only to fcreen my/elf, and not to fubjec&t 
him to damages that I have taken up dis 
refolution; for it is his partners alone that will 
at any time be the objeffs of my animadver= 
jfions, and from the refentment of his partners 
and friends, however high, or however low, 
he can have nothing to fear; furely his 
partners 
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partners and his friends will not come on him 
for my poor trefpaffes. 


I am naturally, my Lord, of a cheerful. dif- 
pofition, and as shoe forrows that have over- 
taken my darling and myfelf are not the of- 
forings of our own conduct, they have only 
knocked at the door of our hearts and afked 
for lodgings there, but finding every apartment 
occupied by innocence, and her fober family, 
they now without intirely forfaking us, come, 
with a lefs fevere afpeét, and have not pil- 
fered any thing that belongs tows or to m- 
nOCENCE. 


However I may, to prevent my fpirits 
from finking below the ftandard requifite to 
fopport me in my prefent employment, 
fometimes venture to deliver my ferious fenti- 


ments, under the /igbt garb of raillery, or 
obfeure them in fimile, ftill they are not the 
lefs authentic for being thus difguifed; a 
barmle/s difguife, it Jurely may be called; for 
tripped of thofe coverings, the fentiments 
themfelves might have appeared in a more 
reproacking form to all who have been con- 

cerned 
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cerned in creating-them—my meaning is 
very much the fame with shat of a tooth 
drawer, there is fomething wrong in the 
head of his patient, there is certainly fome- 
- thing alfo wrong in the beart of my patient, 
this wrong muft be made right, and in the 
very effence of mercy we both try to conceal, 
as much as we can, the operatical inftrument, 
whjlft, with the Jef defign in the world, we 
are putting then to the torture. | 
Loth, as IT am, to turn back again to 
Wednefday, the oth of February, its further 
claims to the notice of your Grace are not to 
be refifted; this protecting hu/band and this 
foeltering father, untouched by remor/e, impe- 
netrable to the feelings of mature; having left 
his commands for removing from bis houfe 
the moft valuable gem that a parent ever 
poffeffed, and the brighteft ornament his 
high family have ever boafted—without a 
tear—without a figh—without even afking 
how fhe had fuftained the weight of woe his 
invention had forged, and his favage cruelty 
forced upon her;. 4e left her, and he /eft her 
for ever to faint, or to firuggle under it, as 
chance 
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chance might directt—miftaken man! it was 
not chance that prefided over the deftiny of 
a) | a being like this—fhe had not difgraced thé 
: work of her maker—the immaculate purenefs 
| with which fhe came from dis hands had 
| never been fullied—the could with confidence 
i look up to him for protection, and 4: pro- 
tected her. 


With all het calmnefs of foul; aid forti- 
tude that I have never feen equalled, for 
many hours it. was impoffible to move 
her from the fpot where the lightning ftruck 
her; and it was near fever o’clock in the 
evening before we could, with any degree 
of fafety to her precious life, drag her from 
St. James’s-Place to Pall-Mall, where a houfe, 
of her deareft and almoft only friend; was 
made ready for her reception-before we 
changed our abode of milery, for that hojpita- 
ble retreat, General Gunning’s groom afked 
to fpeak to me; I believe it was between four 
and five o’clock in the afternoon, and her 
phyfician was then with my /uffering angel; 
T went into another room and fent for him 
up; I do not exaggerate when I tell your 

Grace 
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Grace that I was /tartled when he opened the 
door and flood before me in the attitude of 
guilt perfonified in ail his horrours; I looked 
full at him, as I fhould have done had an 
evil {pirit, or Captain Bowen im/e/f, been the 
object of my fcrutiny; 1 afked what he wanted 
to fay to me, and repeated my queftion more 
than once before the wretch, though he did 
attempt to fpeak, could make me a coherent 
aniwer; his eyes were fixed on the carpet, 
his face had not the veftige of life’s blood 
in it; and I am /fure he could not have ftood 
had he not fupported himfelf again the 
door; at laft, without daring co lift up his 
eyes, he mumbled fomething about his having 
been with your Grace that morning, that now 
he had difcovered all, and he hoped Matter, 
Madam, and Mifs would do very well again; 
he faid fomething about his Ma/ffer’s having 
fent him, but whati did not underftand ag 
the time, of courfe cannot remember it sow, 
this was foo great a tryal for my patience, 
and I commanded the villain from my pre- 
fence. . 


Ohi! 
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Oh! my Lord, many, evex many mote 
| than have ventured to fhew themfelves in the 
| light, have been the enemies of my child and 
of me, in this moft barbarous affaffination of 
i our reputations, and of our peace ; if the moft 
| , inoffenfive lives could have fecured us an wn- 
molefted paflage through this vale of at beft 
negative happinefs, we had a right to expect 
it, but there is a deadly reafon that /urks at the 
bottom of this mifchief; jealoufy, envy, and 
avarice have not been id/e; fearch out ¢his 
concealed, this deeply buried, caufe. of our 
afflictions; do it, my Lord, as you ex- 
pe& peace at zhat moment to which we 
are ail arriving, for an omiffion like this, 
angels, who had the charge of executing it, 
would be accountable. 


My daughter was fo ill after the was 
removed to Pall-Mall, Wednefday, that 
though I was determined to leave her, as foon 
as I had feen her fafely lodged, on very par- 
ticular bufinefs in which fhe was herfelf con- 
cerned, yet 1 could not do it, till I faw her 
more compofed and afleep, which was not tll 
four in the morning, under the fender care 

3 of 
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of her affectionate aunt; I then prevailed on 
myfelf to quit her apartment, and in twenty- 
jour hours 1 began and completed a journey of a 
hundred and forty miles, without taking off 
my clothes for two nights, or any refrefhment 
whatever, but one glafs of water and one of 
wine; I mention this circumftance, not be- 
caufe | have any pleafure in egotifm, but as 
a tribute to Divine Providence, avd that 
others of my defencelefs fex may know where 
to repofe their confidence when they are op- 
preffed with afflictions as was, I finking under 
bodily complaints as J was, and forfaken as 
Iwas; 1 fpeak from conviétion, from expe- 
rience, and whoever applies to the fame fource 
for afjfiunce and protediion that I have done, 
will never find themfelves difappointed. 


When I returned to Pall-Mall, Thurfday 
the ioth, at half after four in the morning, 
1 found my beart’s darling much worfe than 
when I left her: fhe had been. bled, but 
feeing me come back. well, and in fafety, all 
-her anxiety fubfided, and fhe had a refrefh- 
ing fleep of fome hours—the day on which 
I was out of town, the day on which the was 

i dangeroufly 
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dangeroufly ill, the very day following that 
ever to: be fligmatifed for deeds of complicated 
wickednefs and complicated difireffes, the 
Rl corroding withered fruits of that contrived 
f wickednefs, was the day that General Gunning, 
i whom Providence had bonoured with the title 
of her father, but which name he had himfelf 
difsonoured beyond a pofibility of ever reclaim- 
Ing it, made choice of to dine and fup at the 
houle of one of bis friends, where his daughter 
had been invited, but had not accepted the 
Mvitation; and, indeed, fince that time 1 un- 
deritand dinners, fuppers, private parties, and 
publick. aflemblies, have occupied a// the 
hours of this extraordinary father, except 
rhofe that are dedicated to the further deftruc- 
tion of his mof amiable, unoffending, and 
moft innocent daughter. 


Accufations of fo prepofferous a nature, 
compofed of forgeries, bribery, falfeboods, con- 
trivances, and confummate vanity, were. not 
taxes that virtue and honour would fubmit 
to pay, though invented, laid on and fup- 
ported by 4im, whofe authority, like Tippee 
Sultan's, had never before been. difobeyed or 

aifputed ; 
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dijpiiied ; the refidence of honour and virtue 
was in the chafte bofom of my daughter, 
they direéted her where to appeal for juftice, 
and for judgement; it was not to the courts of 
men, it was to that tribunal before which all 
men and all women too mult account, not only 
for their céfions but for the motives of them, 


and thé blefled Evangelifis were called upon * 


by their indifputable evidence to atteft her 
innocence. When fhe took the /acred pledge 
in her fteady andy and’ with angelick com- 
pofure of countenance and of voice, carryed 
it to lips uncontaminated by faljebood, . I 
triumphed inthe adorable object of my heart, 
and at that moment! could have received but 
one additional sratification, which would have 
been to havé had all her enemies {pectators of | 
the feene before me. Of thofe atteftations 
there were four authenticated to, the fame pur= 
pofeand in thefamewords,oneof them addreffed 
thus—For my Father, his Grace the Duke of 
Argyll, Lord Frederick Campbell, General 
Conway; and Andrew Stuart, Eiq.—was 
fent the fame day, Monday the 14th of 
February, directed to your Grace at Argyll- 
Houfe; another of them was conveyed to the 
I 2 Dae 
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D— and D—— of M , a third for- 
warded to L—~d B —, the fourth remains 
in my poffeffion, a copy of which I fhall here 
annex, as the moft proper: part of my letter 


to which it can be affixed. 


Accufations alledged 


againft me. 


I. I am accufed of 
having written letters 
in the name of the 
D— of M— —, 
and of L—B———_—, 
and alfo of writing 
anonymous letters. 


II. I am accufed of 
going to Mrs.Bowen’s 
Jodgings, on Sunday 
the 6th of February, 
about the forged let- 
ters produced by her. 


_ eens 
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' My anfwers on oath. 


I. I never have writ- 
ten, or caufed to be 
written, any letter, or 
note, in my whole 
life, in a difguifed 
hand, by a fictitious 
name, or anonymous. 


II. I never was in 
Mrs.Bowen’s lodgings . 
in my life; I never 
met her by appoint- 
ment, or by chance, 
at any third place; 
the only place in 
which I have ever 
feen her has been at 
my father’s houfe, or 

in 
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if. I am accufed 
of having © bribed 
papa’s eroom, not to 
goto Blenheim with 
a letter from papa to 
the D— of M———-, 
and a narrative of my 
writing, which I had 
drawn out at the re- 
queft of papa for the 
purpofe (as he faid) 
of being fent to the 
D— and D—— of 
M -; that I 
bribed the groom, 
not really to go to 
Blenheym, but to /ay 
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in my father’s. car- 
riage, and never with- 
out my mama or my 
aunt being prefent. 
I never wrote her a 
note or a letter in my 
life; I never fpoke to 
her confidentially on 
any fubjeé&t whatever, 


Ill. I never fpoke 
tO papa’s groom, or 
caufed him to be 
{poken to, prior to, or 
on the fubje& of his 


‘journey to Blenheim; 


I gave him no orders 
whatever, or any let- 
ter whatever, or any 
bribe whatever; I be- 
lieved he had been at 
Blenheim, and that 
the letter he brought 
back was from the 
D— of M-———-—— 
and I felt happy and 
erateful for the ho- 
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he had been there nour his Grace had 
and to deliver, as done me. | 
coming from the D— 

of M —-, a let- 

ter that I'had given 

him for that pur- 

pofe. | 


The following preamble was affixed by 
my daughter, and written by herfelf, imme- 
diately after the accufations and her anfwers 
to them, and before the awful oath was ad- 
miniftered to her: 


As I may perhaps from my time of life 
be fuppofed not to underftand the nature of 
the folemn oath I am about to take to atteft 

my innocence of the above charges, I bee 

to affure the magiftrate who thall adminifter 
the oath to me and the witnefles prefent, that 
I know, on the truth of what I affert de- 
pends my character in this world and my 
everlafting falvation in the world to come, 


The oath being adminiftered by William 
Hyde, Efg. one of his Majefty’s Juftices of 
the peace, and witnefled by two gentle. 

| men 
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men of probity, was figned by herfelf, 


E. Guwnine. 


Your Grace may perhaps think thefe par- 
ticulars are an unneceffary tax on your pati- 
ence; if I have committed an error have 
the goodnefs to pardon it merely on thefe 
confiderations; that I am reduced to the hu- 


miliating neceffity of removing the artificial, 


{tains malice and calumny have thrown, allow 
me to add, I moft vulgarly heaped on the 
chara@ter of a young unprotected creature, 
whofe heart and ations will appear more 
critically correct the more and the zearer they 
are examined into; that lam zow doubly ber 
parent, for though her father /ves he is no 
longer ber father ; that] am a woman cut 
off from every pofible refource of confulting 
wife and fubtle heads, how Jam to have my. 
injuries redrefied ; and Jaft of all, I confefs 
myfelf, though fuch a confeffion may be 
added to the fcore of my faults, an of- 
fended, \ will ufe a ftill ftronger expreffion 
and fay 1am an exa/perated mother. 


Sunday night, the rath of February, at 
- half an hour after twelve, and juft fourteen 
I 4 hour 
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hours preceding the angel’s atteftation, 
which fo fully evinces the nature of her ac~ 
quaintance with Mrs. Bowen, that plotting 
gentlewoman, not fatished with the part fhe 
had fo kindly undertaken, and fo /peedily 
difpatched, of affifting to make a married 
man into a bachelor, and a father childlefs, 
by helping him to clear his houfe of 
all matrimonial incumberances, without 
confidering how neceffary it was that. we 
fhould be allowed a /#t/e breathing time in 
Pall-Mall, before fhe again molefted us 
with her olios of nonfenfe and mifchief, 
fhe honoured the dear fufferer at the’ abave 
houfe with the following ingenious compo- 
fition, delivered at my door by a chairman, 
who faid he brought it from the nerehbeur- 
hood of May-fair; I fhall- give your Grace 
the copy of this letter as it hes before: me, 
marked as fhe has marked it. 


Directed. 
Mifs Gunning 49 Pall-Mall. 


If you are not quite loft toevery natural feel- 
ine for your unhappy parants, through your 


7 means 
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means difunited, you will inftantly confefs 
your folly to your d* mother, and no longer 
perfitt:in what will inevitably plunge you 
into difgrace. Though you have made a 
dupe of your mother and aunt you cannot 
the world—TI fhall not upbraid you with the 
part you have acted in regard to myfelf and 
Mr. B I leave that to your own con- 
{cience any thing on my part that: will 
be the means of uniting you all, confifting 
with truth and honour you may depend on; 
if you aré not equal to the tafk of telling 
your folly to your mother Jet me know in 
what manner I fhall. As the fincere friend of 
all I will do all in my power; for God fake let 
it be immediately before the world hears 
any more on the fubject—I am convinced 
your heart is good and have only be led by 
folly—if you are difpofed to make your fa- 
mily happy come to me inflantly and tell me 


what I fhall do, you fhall /ce mone but my-. 


felf ’till every affair is fettled to make you 
all happy—be not fhy of coming to me I 
will receive you with the fizcereft love and 
affection, and hope you will always confider 


me as your fincere friend———your father will 


be induced to take fteps that muft for ever 


hurt 
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hurt you’in the opinion of the world (ag 
now his own character is at ftake) the 
duchefs of B alone will not be fuf- 


ficient to protect you againft the opinion .ef 


the world, befides at her time of life in the 
courfe of nature fhe cannot live leng, how 
much more refpeétable will you appear in 
the world protected by your father.- 
your prefeat fituation only will make you 
the ridicule of the town, confult your rea- 
fon and your judgement and follow the dic: 
tates of your heart, which I am fure will 
jead you to act with fincerity and affection 
to your very unhappy parants. For God 
fake \et all matters be as foon as poffible ac- 
commodated, for all your mutual advan- 
tage; read this twice with attention and let 
me have a line to inform me you will act 
according to my earnef wifhes for all your 
happinefs, but remember xo time is to be loft. 
Come to me, my dear coufin, inftantly, and 
let us contult what 1s to be done for your 


happinefs, and how chearfully will I unders 


take It. 
Adieu, your's 
(Signed) L. B 


1 have 
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i have fent Mr. Bo—+-~ out of the way 
on purpofe, we 


he Sunday even half paft fix. | 
I have been denyed to every one who calld 
onime, and would not go out left 1 fhould | 
be afked any queftions concerning you, 
whilft I faw a poffibility of making up mat- 
ter. | 


ee ee eee 


End of Mrs. Bowen’s letter. 


Undeferving, my Lord, as the above 
letter is of your notice on the fcore of its 
own intrinfick merit, and contemptible as I 
hold the writer of it, yet it may be made i 
the ground work of a few obfervations, that, 
in a fmall degree, may elucidate the fubject 
on which I ‘have now the honour of ad- 
dreffing your Grace. | a 


On the envelope of the letters, delivered 4 
by her fervant to me when I called at her 
lodgings, Sunday the 6th of February, if 
your Grace will give yourfelf the trouble 
rye to 
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to look back on that envelope, I think you 
will find thefe words:—** I enclofe you what 
““ gave room to my fufpicions regarding 
“© my coufin.” Su/picions is rather a vague ex- 
preffion for faés, which but the evening 
before were announced. with certainty, and 
confirmed by oaths; and feem to be equally 
a contradiction to this her fecond letter ad- 
drefied to my daughter; as by the zmportance 
of her ftyle, and the immenfity of her advice, 
one cannot but fuppofe the poor culprit was 
entirely in her power—With what /everity the 
condemns, and with how much Jenity fhe 

acquits in the amt inftant, 1s amazingly 
curious; fhe has di/graced neck fhe has 
made her parents wz ni yet Mrs, Bowen 
is convinced fhe has a good heart.—She has 
duped her motber and ts aunt, deceived Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowen, and is left by that pious 
lady to the ye o of ne own conicience; 
good woman! fhe is foo charitable to up- 
braid her :—No, fhe is her dear coufin, and 
Mrs. Bowen the fimcereft of her friends.— 
She invites her—will receive her with: the 
fincereft love and affection, yet dares to treat 
ber asa criminal! the leaft of whofe files I 
1ave 
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have feen her play the buffoon and act the 
fycopbant in the hope of attracting.—She 
threatens her with the fteps her father means 
to take againft her, and gives for the reafon 
that his ows character is mow at fiake.—T his 
is by no means the cafe, for it bas fuffered 
execition. She invites her to the proteétion 
of this father.—She bids her read her letter 
twice, and with attention—-We have done 
‘more, we have read it a {core of times, and 
to attention always have added admiration. 


She defires her to confuit her reafon and 
her judgement, this is a trifling error, be- 
caufe if fhe had wot the: honour of repofing 
her confidence in Mrs. Bowen, the advice 
is prefuming and impertinent, and if fhe had 
chofen Mrs. Bowen for 4er confidante in an 
affair where clevernefs was certainly an in- 
difpenfible requifite, the chozce itfelf of fuch 
a confidential friend, would have explained 
that fhe had neither reafon or judgement to 
which fhe could apply for council. 


Having attempted the diffefion of this 
body of treafon, and perhaps like fome of 
the profeffion fhewn more /ez// than tender- 


nefs 
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néfs in performing the operation, I thall for 
the prefent turn away from the fubjec itfelf, 
and take it up again at my own convenient 
leifure: I make no apology to you, my 
Lord, for my feverity, but, if you think 
one at all neceffary, your Grace will have 
no difficulty to find it in the newt article. 


Tuefday the 15th of February two quef- 
tions ftated on paper, and written by the 
hand of a father with all the coldne/s of a 
froick, and allthe crooked turnings and wind- 
ings of the law were, prefented to his daugh- 
ter, and tbat daughter his only, his meritorious 
child; to. tell her that be bad feen her attefta- 
tion, and to afk if fhe would confefs that fhe 
was at Mrs. Bowen’s. lodgings, Sunday the 
6th of February, and iene wrote two letters; 
nother words whether fhe had, not added the. 
‘horrible crime of perjury to all the enormous 
charges of guilt and meanneffes he had inhu- 
manly conjured up againft her; and thefe 
queftions, fo hocking in their purport, were 
preffed upon her when /te was finking under 
her afflictions, and when the Goons of her 
health would fcarcely permit me to entertain:a 
hope that God would any longer continue 
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to me the bleffing I had: received: from his 
bounty. I had prepared: my heart for obedi- 
ence to /is will; and the confummation of ber 
glory ;—Was this a time for additional cruel» 
ties!! If I fay more I may fay too much. 


Friday, February the- eighteenth, ano- 
ther extraordinary effort was. made by the 
IN-HUMANE SOCIETY, but with what 
defign \ have not been able to fathom; indeed . 
all their plots are unfathomable; but the com- 
pletion of them, is diftinétly to be feen, 
fwimming on the furface.of their deep ocean 
of contrivances.—I\ think it was about one, 
or between one and two o’clock, in the af- 
ternoon, that the fervant went to the door 
on hearing a double knock; I had before 
ordered that no body. but fuch as I named 
fhould at any time be admitted; and no 
letters or note taken in that came by chair- 
men, the penny-poft, or family fervants; 
notwithftanding this caution, on feeing a 
ftranger who looked very like a gentleman, — 
and. who afked very civilly if Mrs. Gunning 
was at home, the man who went to the door 
gave him admittance, and brought up his 
meflage, which was to requeft that he 

: might 


oF Rae er ae 


( 128 ) 


might be allowed to fee me for five minutes. 
I was angry with my fervant for what he 
had done, refufed to fee the man, and de+ 
fired he might be told ] faw xo company: 
In afew minutes I had a fecond meflage; 
to fay that he came from Lady Lumm, and 
had fometbing to tell me from her Ladyfhip. 
I gave no credit to this tale, but defired, if 
Lady Lumm had any thing particular to fay 
tome, fhe would do me the honour to fend 
me her commands in writing, and that the 
gentleman would give me no further trouble; 
but the fervant, who had let him in, did 
not find it quite fo eafy to get him out again 3 
he infifted more than ever on feeing me, he 
{aid he was a phyfician and his name Smith; 
that Lady Lumm, having heard I was ina 
very bad ftate of health, had wifhed me to 
confult bim; and that he waited on me at 
her requeft. My anfwer was ftill a mega- 
tive, with this addition, that I was much 
obliged to Lady Lumm for her goodnels, 
and alfo to Doétor Smith for the trouble 42 
had given himfelf, Ju could not accept 
their intended favour; being by great good 
fortune under the direétion ef a phyfician 


on whofe judgement I vintirely. depended. 
Doctor 
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Doctor Smith, or whatever ed/e was his veal 
name, was too good an agent to ¢hofe who 
had employed him to drop his defiens whilft 
there was a chance of his fucceeding in them; 
but on the laft mefiage beino delivered, he 
appeared much difappointed and mortified, 


and giving up the charaéier of a phyfician, he’. 


tryed to get admittance to me under that of 
a mediator; he faid the truth was, that he 
was come on the anbappy difunion that had 
taken place in General Gunning’s family, 
and that if I would dui fee him for five mi- 
nutes, he could tell me /omething that he 
was fure would give me great fatisfaCtion, or 
would I fuffer him at /eaft to fend me up a 
note? I would neither fee Aim or receive a 
note fram him was the anfwer I fent down; 
finding I was determined, he at laft went out 
of the houfe menacing me to the fervants, 
that I fhould certainly repent my ob/tinacy, 
and many expreffions of elaborate and im- 
pertinent pity forthe unbappy fituation of 
poor Mifs Gunning.—This was the /af dif- 
turbance my purfuers could give me whilft 
we remained in Pall-Mall; for the next 
morning, Saturday the 1gth, we removed 
to St. James’s Street. : 
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From the rgth to the 23d of February, 
whether our tormenters were them/elves tired 
of their hard duty, and required a /hort refpite, 
or whether they had wot found out to what 
houfe we were removed, I am not able to 
decide; but we had the comfort of remaining 
quiet and unmolefted for that Zt¢le fpace. 


On the evening of the 23d of February, a 
perfon, the re/peciability of whofe name aad 
character opened my doors when they 
were fhut to others of a different dilcription, 
did me the honour of calling, and left in my 
hands copies of fix affidavits, {worn to by fix 
of General Gunning’s friends—Why a gen- 
tleman, who has the honour of bearing his 
Majefty’s commiffion, I mean Captain Bowen, 
and why a gentlewoman, I mean Captain 
Bowen’s wife, fhould join ¢hezr names, with 
names fo much inferiour to their own, allow- 
ing, as on the prefent occafion it muff be al- 
lowed, that in point of honour and moral ho- 
nefty, all inequality was done away, yet the 
combination of names alone can no otherwife 
be accounted for than by the /ingularity of 
the cafe, on which their mutual fervices were 
required, and shofe fort of family feelings, 
againft which honour has no- fence, nor di/- 
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honour any bounds; if your Grace will bes 
{tow a moment of reflection on the meffage 
delivered to me, with the affidavits, and i 
which I fhall ftate with my ufual exaétnefs, iE 
you will perceive, my Lord, I have got { 
raifed up an opinion without being able to ’ 
foew that it is built on 2 good foundation.— 
In the meffage was contained the following 
propofals from General Gunning: That, if I 
would /uppre/s the letter I meant to have the i 
honour of prefenting to your Grace, fe i 
would /uppre/s the fix affidavits, the copies 2 
of which he had fent me; but on the con- i 
trary, if I perfifted, the day on which my a 
letter was publifbed, his collection of affidavits | 
would be publithed alfo. 

eit? : 


Here, indeed, is a houfe divided again ' 
ttfelf,; a father againtt his own child, and a i} 
wife againft her hufband ; a fault muft be fome- 
where. Let this falling houfe, my Lord, 
be examined, \et the defeive part be made 
vifible, or the whédle may be deftroyed. 
Whether the fentence falls on him or on me it 
is my petition that heaven will alone prop 
and fupport that part of it which has juftice 
for its dafis, and whofe ornaments are truth, I 
pity, and affection. | | 
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The meffage, fent by General Gunning and 
delivered to me, being a verbal one, the 
bearer of it received not only from my lips, 
but from the very foundation of my heart, 
to be conveyed to General Gunning, the 
following reply:—That I refufed his pro- 
pofals, and was not inumidated by his threats; 
that the innocence of his daughter fhould be 
exemplified, and as I was confcious the power 
of publifhing, or furpreffing, centered in- 
tirely in myfelf, on the penalty of my life 
to be forfeited, the hour Jefore, or the hour 
after the publication of my letter to your 
Grace, I would moft chearfully perfift in my 
fixed and unalterable determination. 


The next evening, the 24th, the fame 
perfon made me another vifit on the fame 
errand, and received the fame anfwer; to- 
gether with the copies of the affidavits de- 
livered to me, with thé ¢hreat of having 
them pablifbed, was alfo tied up the copies 
of a moft curious and notable letter, produced 
and /worn to by my daughter’s molt fincere 


friends and dear coufins, Captain and .Mrs. 
‘Bowen; to the latter of whom it was ad- 


drefled by Mifs Gunning at Jeaff, as does 
appear ftated and fet forth in their affidavits. — 
6 I will 
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I will lay the contents of this /etter before 
your Grace. You will have the goodnels, 
my Lord Duke, not to infjft on my produ- 
cing a date to my daughter’s epiile, that is 
not in my power todo; becaufe when Mirs. 
Bowen indited it, fhe either forgot to give it 
a particular date, or, what is more likely, fhe 
thought the day and the dour when it was 
written would anfwer her purpofe betters © 
however, there are fuch a Jarge family of 
Tuefdays in the Circle of time, that I can 
give your Grace no direction by which you 
may jimd out the birth of this dJJegetimate 
Tuelday produced by the Captain’s Lady. 


Copy of a Lerrer fworn to by Captain 
and Mrs. Bowen. 


Eight o’ clock Tuefday. 


YOU will, my Dear Mrs. Bowing, 
be furprifed at receiving a note from me io 
early, but when I tell you my motive you 
will I am fure interceed with Mr. Bowen to 
pardon the liberty I am going to take and 
erant my requeft. J will tell you in a very 
few words the fituation I have for fome time 
been in. Mama weded to Ld B———-— 

| Ki _ thought 
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thought every thing he did right while I was 
merely a cypher in the whole affair and in- 
deed to tell you the truth that was the only 
light I wifh’d to be confiderd in for tho I 
acknowledge him to be very amiable my 
heart refufed him avy fhare in it as it has 
been long devoted to another within this 
week I have gaind - papa fo far on my fide 
as to reprefent to him that I was difpleafd 
with the conduct of Ld B anc as’ he 
has a natural affection for the perfon inte- 
refted in my application he the more readily 
joined me and three days ago wrote at my 
pofitive requeft to the D—— of — to 
tell him I was not fatisfied with Ld B——— 
and inthe moft handfome manner withd to 
break off all further connection the D—— 
of wrote a Jecter which we received 
yefterday and of which I enclofe you the 
copy and beg you will have the goodnefs 
to afk Mr. Boying to write it of fair for me 
as | wrote it from memory and with to fend 
it to a friend of mine this evening by. the 
poft pray tell him my ftory but fave me as 
much as you can. if I could prefent Ld 
L- to you he would be an apology for 
every thing I have done neither papa or I 
have courage to tell mama this for the de- 
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tefts the perfon deareft to me on earth I am 
fure I may depend on your not telling her 
any part of this letter I fhould have fpoken 
to you laft night but I found I had not 
courage. do not fend any note or meilage 
to this Houfe about the contents of this let- 
ter I will fend to you about two o’clock 
for the copy I hope Mr Bowing will have 
the goodnefs to fend me I would call but 
that I am to be all the morning at Argyll 
houfe I write in fuch a hurry I do not be- 
lieve you will be able to read this. 
Ever yours affectionately 


(COPY.) E. Gunning. 


« This is the paper writing marked 

«¢ with the letter (B) mention’d and referr’d 

“ to in the affidavit of Essex Bowen, 

<¢ Efg; this day {worn hefore me, 24th Fe- 
«“ bruary, 1791. 

(Signed) E, Lzeps. 


(A COPY) 


Thefe, my Lord, are the whole of the 
contents of the paper before me; and I 
have only to intreat of your Grace, that you 
will compare them with Mrs, Bowen's con- 
yerfation with me on Saturday the sth of 
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February, and with the letters delivered to 


me at the door of her lodgings on Sunday 
é 6th, 


T have but the following circumftance to 
relate, with which at leaft for the prefent I 
mean to trouble your Grace, 


The Jn-Humane-Society, finding my refo-. 
lution of appealing to your Grace, not to 
be moved by common efforts, and that the 
bugbear affidavits, and the more contemptible 
Jetter involed with them, had not even 
made me change my’ countenance,much lefs my 
pee : they ren recourfe to enterprifes of 
fo bold a nature, as plainly befpoke the.borrors 
they were under at the very idea of ttanding 
before your Grace in their proper colours ; 
this deed of defperation, a gentler name it 
does not deferve, was att empted, but very 
poorly executed, on the evening of Friday the 


26th of February, between the hours of fe-~ 


ven and eight; it was the very night after J 
had confirmed my ab/folute rejeCtion of Ge- 
neral Gunning’s propofal of fuppreffing the 
evidence ae bis daughter, if I would 
fupprefs a Letter. A fingle knock at the 
fiseet door did #o¢ announce the approach of 

vifitors, 
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‘vilitors, it was rather the bumble fignal of 
con/pirators and affains ; there was -a heavy 
fall of {now at the time.—My fervant open- 
ed the door at the infidious fummons, when 
Mrs. Bowen, without afking a fingle quef- 
tion, rujbed by him, and in another moment 
was in the room, where my _fifter, my 
daughter, and myfelf, were fitting, as com- 
fortable, and as chearful, as eaven’s pro- 
tection, and confcious reCtitude, could make 
us. Had we feen a /pecire we could not 
have been more fhocked, or more terribed, 
than at the appearance of Mrs. Bowen in 
our apartment. My harraffed and ftricken 
deer was the firft to now her enemy, though 
fo difguifed in her fioure, that the fervant 
who opened the door had no idea who it 
was, till her eroick hufband followed her 
in. A€tuated by the fame apprehenfions and 


the fame terrors, we all fprung from our 


feats, and fled from the room, with fuch 
precipitation, that guilt itfelf could not have 
been winged with more fwiftnefs. I faid as 
I paffed her, bold wicked woman ! how dare 
you enter my houfe? She try’d to ftop me, 
as fhe alfo did my filter, who followed 
me; and [ heard her fay, my dear Mittrefs 
Gunning, I am come as a friend, ftop, for 

God’s 
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God’s fake! it is alla miftake. I was by 
this time half way up the ftairs, when | 
heard a great battle of words between my 
fervant, John Dean, and the valorous Cap- 
tain Bowen; who faid he would go where- 
ever bis wife was, and John {wore he fhould 
not. I called dawn to the fervants to fhew 
them both out of the houfe; yet all the 
time making the beft of my way up the fiairs. 
Mrs. Bowen’s voice was xow changed from 
the weedling cadence of a fycophant, to the 
boifterous notes of an enraged fury ; the only 
words I could diftinguifh in my flight, were, 
that we were all. ftark flaring mad; and 
ealling to her gent/e mate, fhe begged he 
would not give himfelf the ¢rowble to come 
up, which advice he followed; for this /im- 
ple reafon, that the fervant, who. protected 
us, would not /e¢ him move a fingle ttep to- 
wards us. He had called at the door this 
very morning and afked to fee us, but was 
denyed admittance, which I imagine was the 
caufe of their evening exertions, their vifit 
then was indeed dut a fhort one; yet it oc- 
cafioned us a great deal of trouble. My 
beloved child was fo terrified, that fhe con- 
tinued extremely indifpofed the whole night. 
The meffage, Captain Bowen left with the 

fervants 
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fervants to be delivered to his friend General 
Gunning’s daughter and his wife was this: 
tell them, faid he, they will repent of their 
folly, 1 came to fave them from deftruétion, 
to-morrow will be a terrible day for them, 
and in three days Mifs Gunning will be fent 
to Newgate. 


This zhreat had exactly the fame effeét on 
me as all the other /rratagems they had ufed 
before, that is to fay, I very compofedly con- 
tinued to have the honour of addrefling my- 
felf to your Grace, and have taken no other 
notice of their intrufion, than to forbid them 
by my Jawyer from ufing the freedom to force 
themfelves upon me, or my family, in future. 
This notice, I believe, rather alarmed the 
noble captain, as the next morning he 
waited on my lawyer, and very /ubmifively 
begged to know, if the letter he had received 
from him the evening before was a profe/~ 
fional one; and being anfwered that it was, 
he defired I might be informed I fhould have 
no more trouble from him and Mrs. Bowen, 


On the evening of Monday the 28th of 
February, General Gunning fent a letter to 
his daughter, which original letter, with a 


copy 
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copy of her anfwer, fhe enclofed the 
next morning to your Grace, and {ent it un- 
der cover, directed to Mr.Ogilvie, defiring he 
would convey it to you, 


The copies of both thefe letters are ftill my 
own, and I fhall here lay them before your 
Grace, as it is impofible for me to fuppofe you 
have ever received them from Mr. Ogilvie. 
They were certainly entitled to fome notice 
from your Grace; but on the contrary the 
virulence of her Persecurors has face that 
time rather gacreafed than been diminifoed. 


Copy of GEnerat Guwnwnina’s Letter to 
to his Daughter. 


Monday Evening. 


FROM an heart that ftill feels moft 
fenfibly the affections of a father for her who 
was dearly belov’d proceeds this letter that 
affti@ed father defires an interview with his 
unfortunate daughter in which fhe may de- 
pend on having so more to fear than the 
workings of an anxious and perhaps over 
indulgent parent the time and place of meet~ 

ing 
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ing is left intirely to her who is even now 
dear to 
(Signed) J. Gunwine. 

(COPY) ; 
Send an anfwer fealed with 

red wax by the bearer 

i have opend the note and 

made it up in the form 

of aletter Ifup to night 

in Soho Square I lodge’ 

at No. 13 Norton ftreet, 

Portland Place. 


Copy of Mifs Guwnine’s Anfwer to her 
Father. 


Monday Evening, 


TURN’D from your doors defencelefs 
pennylefs and robb’d by you of what is and 
ever will be dearer than my life—-my  cha- 
racter—Stigmatized for forgeries which thofe 
who really did forge the letters and you Sir muff 
know I am as innocent of as heaven is free 
from fraud you who [never in my life offend- 
ed in thought word or deed to caft me out 
upon the wide world as a guilty creature 

| when 
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when you know my heart would not have 
harboured a thought, that could have dif- 
honoured you, myfelf or my fex; and af- 
ter you had thrown me off to purfue me as 
you would the bittereft of your enemies, to 
raife up falfe witnefies to crufh that child 
whom you fhould have protected with your 
life; innocent as I again repeat you know 
me to be, even had I been guilty, which 
God be praifed I am not, ftill you fhould 
have fcreened me, and your chaftifements 
fhould have been foftened by pity; you call 
me unfortunate, I am unfortunate; who has 
made me fo? This unfortunate never will 
appear in your prefence, ‘till you announce, 
and that in the moft publick and moft une- 
quivocal manner, to the whole world, how 
much fhe has been wronged by fcandalous 
contrivances, and unheard of calumny. 


(Signed ) E, Gunwninc. 


The zufertion of thefe letters, my Lord, 
I take intirely upon myfelf; I do it even 
againft the folicitations of my daughter, who, 
from motives of refpect and delicacy, would 
have prevailed on me to have withheld them; 
but in fuch a plot againft her, and where fo 
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many deceptions have been carried on, I /ee 
the neceffity of doing as I have done. 


[had the honour of beginning this letter 
to your Grace before I. moved from Pall-Mall 
to St. James’s Street, /ince which the ftudied 
interruptions which the J/ack minifters of 
darknefs have induftrioufly thrown in my 
way, as fiumbling blocks, to impede my pur- 
pofe, though not fully anfwering ai] their 
defigns, have by no means forwarded the 
publication. To meffengers and meffages per- 
fuafive avd menacing, I lay the charge of 
my having hitherto omitted to make one 
very conclufive obfervation; however, as it 
can have loft neither in weight or firength, 1 
fhall bere produce it for your Grace’s infpec- 
tion. 


The two letters now in my poffeffion, and 
which were delivered to me by Mrs. Bowen’s 
fervant, at the door of her lodging, on 
Sunday the 6th of February, as what gave 
room for her /u/picions of her coufin, I ule her 
own words; thefe Jetters, my Lord Duke, 
have no fimilitude whatever to the hand 
writing of my daughier: wow, if fhe had 

really 
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really been the author of them, and they were 
addteffed (as by their contents appear to be 
the cafe) in confidence, and toa confidential 
friend, is it poffible to fuppofe (allow her 
capable of dilguifing her hand which I aver 
fhe is not} that on face an occafion fhe 
fhould difguife it; yet fign her name as fhe 
ufually does fign it, E. Gunning ; where could 
have been the inducement? this is a contin- 
gency, my Lord, againft wich | muft doubt if 
the wife projectors have made any provifions,; 
the other letter fince cooked up by the pa- 
ternal and friendly affociates, a Tue/day-dated 
letter, like the former, I have not feen, fo 
cannot fpeak upon the merit or demerit of 
its imitative powers; a copy of it only has 
been fent to me, and ¢hat after it had re- 
ceived the ratification of (to the makers there- 
of) atrifling afidavit,; but though not able 
to give a decided opinion, I may venture to 
fuppofe that if this fmuggled Tuelday-letter 
is impartially examined, it will be found liable 
to the very fame objections with the former, 
viz. the hand writing difguifed but the name 
of the /uppofed writer affixed to it. 


By reprefenting fad7s the evidences of 
; which 
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which are zncontrovertible, | merely perform a 
chriftiae duty; for fuppofing I had been a 
firanger to the party opprefied, yet being allo 
the enemy of opprefion, and the friend of ju/- 
tice, thofe facts fhould have been produced, 
every circumfance that could have dereffed the 
criminality of that confederacy, who have 
abandoned themfelves to the mot deftrudive 
purpofes, every letter or ofder convicting 
proof, chance might have put into my poi- 
fefion, fhould have been brought forward, as 
I sow bring them forward, even at the rifk 
of my fortune, and at the hazard of my 
perfonal fafety.-—— I would have held ack 
no truth, which. it was in sy power to ad- 
vance, that could affift in tearing off the mafk 
of honour from the face of guilt This 
is a chriftian duty! ‘To wipe away the 
tears of forrow from the eyes af innocence, 
to give to her pallid cheek, from which 
has been bafely pilfered, the flufb of vidzory, 
to re-plant the rofes of contentment in her 
bofom, and prefent her to the world in her 
gw white and unfpotted mantle.— This tae 
is the duty of a Chrifian! 1 would net have 
expected praife from man, 1 would have 
afked my reward from tat Matter in whofe 
La fervice 
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fervice my feeble talents were exerted.—— 
Shew me, my Lord Duke, a young creature, 
one whom I have not the felicity to call my 
daughter, and J will act by ber as I bave acted 
by my own; I will be the foother of her 
miferies, the fupporter of her caufe, and 
the vindicator of her bonour; but shew her 
to me after the very portrait of my daughter, 
fo bumbled in her fituation, yet fo exalted 
in her fentiments.—— So z#vironed by malice, 
yet fo free from revenge. So purfued, 
yet fo uncontending. So perfecuted by 
every pofible mode of flander, yet cautioufly 
concealing from the world circumftances, 
which, if made kvown by any ofer means, 
would be honourable to herfelf,, and cover her 
fanderers with eternal confufion.—So charged 
with meanneffes, yet poffefing the very foul 
of dignity ——— So Jaden with crimes, extracted 
from the dottomle/s mines of mifchief, yet in- 
nocent as angels. 


Pew 


On the truth, the unexaggerated ¢ruth of 
this charaéter, my Lord, I reft my hopes of 
receiving compenfation in his world, and a 
favourable reception into that more perfect 
one, from which avarice, jealouly, envy, 
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duplicities, falfehoods, forgeries, and per- 
juries, are for ever excluded. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lorp DukE, 


Your Grace’s moft obedient fervant, 


SUSANNAH GUNNING. 


St. James’s-ftreet, 
March, 9, 1791. 


ERRATA. 


Page 67, line x2, for to on read on te. 
69, line 3, for I don’t fay it was not read I do 208 
Say it Was. 
line 21, for or Suaday morning read ox Spi 
Gay Mmornzng. 
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